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COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES AMONG YOUTH GROUPS 
(Based on Testimony of Harvey M. Matusow) 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1952 


Unirep States House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
Commarrer on Un-American Activities, 
Washington, D. C. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
ursuant to adjournment, at 10:47 a. m., in room 226, Old House 
ce Building, Hon. John S. Wood (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present : Siping ts John S. Wood, Clyde 
Doyle (appearance noted in record), and Harold H. Velde. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald 
T. Appell, investigator; John W. Carrington, clerk; Raphael I. 
Nixon, director of research; A. S. Poore, editor. 

Mr. Woop. The committee will be in order. 

For the purpose of the hearing this morning, I have set up a sub- 
committee composed of Representatives Doyle, Velde, and Wood, 
and Representatives Velde and Wood are present. 

Who do you have this morning? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Harvey M. Matusow. 

Mr. Woop. Will you stand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give to this 
subcommittee, shall be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Matusow. I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Matusow, would you please state your full name 
and present address? 


TESTIMONY OF HARVEY M. MATUSOW 


ome Matusow. Harvey M. Matusow, 1308 Grand Avenue, Dayton, 
io. 
Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Matusow? 

Mr. Matusow. October 3, 1926, in the Bronx, N. Y. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your educational training ? 

Mr. Marvsow. I attended publie and high school in the Bronx, 
N. Y. I attended Biarritz American University in France, while I 
was in the Army, and City College of New York for about a year and 
a half after the war. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please outline for the committee, briefly, 
what your employment background has been, including any ousledls 
of active duty in the armed services of the United States? 
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Mr. Marvusow. Well, in 1944, I was inducted into the infantry, 
United States Army. I served in the Army until 1946. 

I then held a job at Grey Advertising Agency in New York City. 
I did some radio and television work for Noel Wesley Productious, in 
New York. 

I worked for “ig Songs, Inc., in New York City; the Jefferson 
School, Jefferson Book Shop, the Communist Party of New York 
City; the Wholesale Book Coepotktion Camp Unity in Wingdale, 
N. Y., and the Workers Book Shop in New York City. 

I then worked for Bon Air Conditioning Co. in New York City, and 
then entered the United States Air Force in 1951, the Reserve; was 
called to active duty. I was in the Air Force until December 11, 1951. 

In January of this year I became an employee of the Ohio Un- 
American Activities Commission for the State of Ohio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Matusow, the Daily Worker of May 31, 1949, at 
page 6, lists you as a member of the Communist Party in New York 
City. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the time re- 
ferred to in the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Marusow. I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you join the party, the Communist Party? 

Mr. Marvusow. I joined the Communist Party in October 1947, in 
New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Com- 
munist Party, and under what circumstances was your membership 
in the Communist Party terminated ¢ 

Mr. Marvsow. I was a member of the Communist Party until Jan- 
uary 19,1951. I was expelled from the Communist Party for, as the 
party termed it, being an enemy agent. I was suspected as being an 
OSS agent in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you working in an undercover capacity for 

any Government agency at that time? 
_ Mr. Marvsow. I was. About January or February of 1950, I 
made contact with the Federal Bureau of Investigation in New York 
and offered to give them any information that I might get pertaining 
to Communist activities, and from that time until January 1951, I 
did furnish the FBI with information about Communist activities in 
New York and New Mexico. 

Mr. Tavenner. In order to present your information to the com- 
mittee in chronological order, let us go back to a time prior to your 
joining the Communist Party. 

Did you become affiliated with the American Youth for Democracy 
organization before you became a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee what led up to your affiliation 
with the American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Marvusow. A friend of mine named Jules Sheik invited me a 
number of times to attend the meetings of Club Roosevelt Branch of 
the American Youth for Democracy. This branch was located at 
Tremont and University Avenues in the Bronx, N. Y. 

I never accepted the invitations. 

Later, Sheik invited me to attend a party. I accepted and went to 
the party. It turned out to bea ae of the Joe Hill Club of the 
American Youth for Democracy, on Gunhill Road in the Bronx, 
There were about 25 people at the affair. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you affiliate with the organization at that time? 
That is, the American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Matusow. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was your next contact with the American 
Youth for Democracy? 

Mr. Matusow. Several weeks later I attended a meeting of the AYD 
Club Roosevelt. Sheik, who had invited me to attend meetings pre- 
viously, had also—well, he renewed his invitation at this party at 
Gunhill Road, and two weeks later I, on my own accord, went to a 
meeting of the AYD, Club Roosevelt. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was this meeting held? , 

Mr. Matusow. At Club Roosevelt, AYD, at Tremont and Uni- 
versity Avenues, in the Bronx. } ’ 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell the committee anything regarding 
what was discussed at that meeting? q 

Mr. Matusow. The subject of the meeting was the fight against 
universal military training. It centered around a petition and letter 
campaign to members of Congress opposing UMT. ‘ 

What they were doing was setting up petitions in high school in 
New York City, in that area, one William Howard Taft High School, 
which I had attended when I had lived in the Bronx before, the peti- 
tions in the high schools getting students to sign against UMT, and 
in the colleges also, working on street corners, setting up bridge tables, 
and having mimeographed post cards to Members of Congress pro- 
testing UMT and asking people to sign those post cards. 

Also, they were collecting money in order to send telegrams to 
Members of Congress and the President. 

Mr. Tavenner. This work was being carried on, you say, by the 
organization known as American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right. 

Mr. | itera How long did you participate in the work of that 
group? 

Mr. Matusow. I was very active in Club Roosevelt from November 
1946, until March 1948. I became educational director of the club, 
and worked with the educational committee. 

Together with other members of the committee we prepared weekly 
programs on subjects such as the opposition to universal military 
training and how to save OPA. 

We distributed club literature and maintained a club library which 
contained books by William Z. Foster, the chairman of the Communist 
doe fy the Dean of Canterbury. That was the book on the Soviet 

nion. 

The books and pamphlets were mostly published by International 
Publishers and New Century Publishers, which are the publishing 
houses for the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us return for a moment to this first meeting that 
you said you attended in company with Mr. Sheik. 

You have told us what was discussed at that meeting. Well, who 
was the principal speaker? 

Mr. Matusow. A man named Dave Yellen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Had you known him prior to that time? 

Mr. Marvsow. No. Well, I had met him at the party 2 weeks 
prior to attending this meeting. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you become a member of the American 
Youth for Democracy at that time? 

Mr. Marusow. I did not at the meeting, but at that meeting Mr. 
Yellen sold me a subscription to the Sunday Worker. 

When the meeting adjourned, we went down to a local ice cream 
parlor and about 11 or 12 o’clock that night I did join the AYD. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have told us further about the work of the 
club, or this group of the American Youth for Democracy. You have 
spoken of work on the streets in the distribution of literature or 
petitions. What was that? 

Mr. Matusow. That related, as I said, to universal military train- 
ing and also the question of the OPA, and I believe there was one also 
on the veterans’ housing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, whatever type of activities did this club have? 

Mr. Matusow. Well, we had a social committee, and the social com- 
mittee was responsible for the preparation of parties held twice a 
month on Saturday nights. 

One party was held at the club headquarters. It was a clean party 
with dancing, phonograph records, no alcohol. The other party was 
quite the opposite, plenty of gin, beer, whiskey, and all had a good 
time. 

Some of the members of that club did, I know, use narcotics—one 
in particular, a fellow named Turk, a good friend of Dave Yellen, 
was caught one day using narcotics in the club headquarters. 

Since that time, both Dave Yellen and Turk were expelled from 
the Communist Party, and in 1950 or 1951, I don’t have the date, were 
arrested for an attempted holdup in New York and are now serving 
time in one of the State penal institutions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you affiliated with any other branches or 
groups of the American Youth for Democracy, other than the first 
club that you belonged to? 

Mr. Matusow. I attended some meetings of the AYD branch at the 
downtown business school of the City College of New York, and later 
with the Tompkins Square AYD Club. That was in late 1948. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What can you tell the committee regarding the 
functioning of those groups or branches? Were they the same as 
the first you attended, or did they engage in added activities? 

Mr. Matusow. The City College branch had an additional function, 
and that was to play up the veteran question. 

At that time, the student body was mostly veterans who were goi 
under the GI bill of rights, and their approach, as I say, was towa 
the veterans, to play up the housing shortage and use that as a weak- 
ness to get the veterans interested in the AYD. 

‘one also had in their program universal military training and 
4. 

(Representative Clyde Doyle entered the hearing room at this 

int.) 

Por, TavenNER. Having told us your experience in the American 
Youth for Democracy organization, will you now tell how you be- 
came a member of the Communist Party and the circumstances which 
led up to it? 

Mr. Marvsow. In the spring of 1947, I heard some talk at Club 
Roosevelt about a good place to spend a vacation. It was a summer 
resort near Wingdale, N. Y., known as Camp Unity. 
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I went there about Labor Day and spent 10 days there. Several 
weeks after I returned from Camp Unity, I attended a social up 
there of Joe York Youth Club of the Communist Party, in the Bronx. 
I was invited to that meeting by Jules Sheik, who I mentioned before, 
and the announcement of this party at the Communist headquarters 
was given at the AYD Club the preceding Friday night. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain that I heard all of your reply. 
Will you tell us more in detail how your going to va Unity was 
brought about through your connections with the AYD 

Mr. Marvsow. Well, Camp Unity, they had what they called AYD 
week-ends. It was primarily a fund-raising affair for the AYD 
and the party members in the American Youth for Democracy pressed 
the issue of going up there and supporting the organization because, 
well, they said, “You can have a good time there. You can help 
the AYD.” 

Mr. Tavenner. You mentioned there “party members.” What do 
you mean by party members? 

Mr. Marusow. Communist Party members in the AYD Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. To what extent was their Communist Party mem- 
bership in the AYD Club? 

Mr. Marvsow. In that particular club, about 35 or 40 percent of 
the members were active in the Community Party, and they controlled 
the executive committee, and they had a great majority of the leader- 
ship jobs in that club. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you went to Camp Unity, and it 
was there that you became a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Matusow. No; it was right after my return from Camp Unity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, who solicited your membership in the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Marusow. A woman named Lee Sharf and Jules Sheik. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name, please ? 

Mr. Marvsow. S-h-a-r-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. I do not know whether you have already spelled the 
name Sheik: or not. 

Mr. Marusow. The man who first got me in. S-h-e-i-k. 

Mr. Tavenner. How does he spell his first name? 

Mr. Marvsow. Jules, J-u-l-e-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us go back now to your visit at Camp Unity. 

What Communist Party activities were carried on at Camp Unity? 
Did they have a book shop there? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; they did. I, at a late date, was employed at 
the book shop at Camp Unity. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were employed at the book shop? 

Mr. Marvsow. At a later date. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, when was that? 

Mr. Marusow. In 1949, in the summer of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. So on this original trip of yours, or visit, in 1947, 
you were not employed in the book shop? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. I wish you would give us a further description of 
the activities that were carried on at Camp Unity by the Communist 


Let me ask you this: How were the supervisory officers or the coun- 
selors of that camp employed, do you know? 
95175—52-——2 
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Mr. Marvsow. Yes, I do. The supervisory personnel at Camp 
Unity were employed—well, they fit two categories. One category 
was the social and cultural staff, and the other was the—well, the staff 
of waiters, waitresses, bus boys, and the like. 

Now, the cultural staff was all hired by a man named Bob Steck, 
whose oflice was at 1 Union Square. Mr. Steck is a member of the 
cultural committee of the Communist Party in New York State, and 
he gets together every year with the cultural committee and they deter- 
mine who will be the staff personnel at Camp Unity, singers, actors, 
musicians. They all have to see him, and before they can go up there 
they must get the approval of the party. 

The theater director, the musical directors, all the leading personnel 
must be party members. 

The other personnel are also hired by Mr. Steck and here, before they 
are hired, he checks with their Communist Party club to see if they can 
be released for the period of the summer to work at Camp Unity. 

But they cannot get a job unless they have been cleared by, their 
local party club. 

There are a few exceptions of people who are employed at Camp 
Unity who are not party members. That would be, in some cases, a 
Negro who was very active in, say, the Young Progressives of America, 
and the party people in that club feel that he or she would be very 
valuable at the camp, and that they might be able to recruit that per- 
son into the Communist Party during the summer. 

In that case, they make arrangements for that person to work at the 
camp. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Can you give the committee the names of any per- 
sons who were employed at the camp while you were employed there, 
who were known to you to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Matusow. I can. There was Paul Robeson, Jr. I might say, 
all the em I will list here attended party caucuses and classes with 
me at the camp that were open only to Communist Party members. 

I say all of the names here did attend those classes and meetings. 

Mr. Vexpr. Before you go ahead, Mr. Matusow, were you well ac- 
quainted with Paul Robeson, Jr.? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, I was, sir. 

Mr. Vetpe. Tell the committee a little bit about his background. 

Mr. Matusow. Well, I became acquainted with Paul on Jr., 
at Camp Unity, and many an evening they would sit down maybe at a 
campfire or in one of the buildings there, and just talk. He told me 
that he was educated in the Soviet Union and had come back to the 
United States and went to Cornell University. 

That is where he met his wife, and they got married before he came 
up there. He was very active in the Communist Party in Harlem. 
In fact, he was the leader of the Youth Committee for the Reelection 
of Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., who was at the time the Communist council- 
man in New York. 

Paul Robeson, Jr., is now very active in the Labor Youth League, 
and one of their leaders in Harlem, nationally. They use his name 
quite a bit, and use his presence to try and get other people in the 
Harlem area interested in the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Vetpe. Did you visit with him relative to the merits of the 
Soviet Union system of government ? 
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Mr. Matusow. I did that, sir. And he was very much in favor of 
the system of the Soviet Union, and did say he would like to see more 
of that over here. 

Mr. Verve. Did you ever ask him why he did not stay over there, 
if he liked it so well? 

Mr. Marusow. I don’t believe I did. 

And after Paul Robeson, Jr., there was his wife, Marilyn Robeson; 
Robert Steck, who I mentioned before, and his wife, Jo Steck; Robert 
DeCormier and his wife Betty—his former wife, that is; Pearl Bern- 
stein and Elmer Bernstein. 

Mr. Bernstein has since been to Hollywood and I believe he has 
done the music for one motion picture that I saw. I don’t recall the 
title right now, but it is a picture that has been released within the 
last 6 weeks. He did the musical score for that picture. 

I also met Mr. Bernstein at a similar place to Camp Unity in New 
Mexico. 

There was James Coleman. He was my assistant in the book shop at 
Camp Unity. 

Otis McRay, and his wife, Phillis McRay. 

Laura Duncan. Joe Jaffe, Carl Abrams, and Betty Bernardi and 
her husband, who we called Hesh; also Vicki Gottlieb; John Wein- 
stock, Lenny Kogel, and Ray Monas. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me interrupt you there. 

These persons that were employees, were they all known to you to 
be members of the Communist Party ? 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Marvsow. Yes. The list I just read were employees of the 
camp and known members of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. I may have interrupted you. 

Mr. Marvsow. No, sir; that was the end of the list. 

Mr. Tavenner. What period of time are you speaking of, Mr. 
Matusow? 

Mr. Marusow. That was the period of 1949, the summer. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were employed there the second time, or 
when you visited the camp the second time? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. 

On the first occasion there were a few people who were not employed 
at the camp, but very active in camp activities who did help to in- 
doctrinate me into the Communist Party. 

Do you care for those names now, sir ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. No. Let us proceed to describe the activities there 
a little further, in 1949. 

Were you, for instance, addressed by higher officials in the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes, sir. We had a number of lecturers at the camp 
during the summer, members of the Communist Party, and some of 
their front organizations. 

But the people who did speak were always Communist Party mem- 
bers, and identified to me as such when I would visit the national 
headquarters of the party in New York to set up my literature pro- 
gram for the camp. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you give us at this point the names of 
any persons who lectured or appeared as speakers before your camp 
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who were either known to you at that time to be members of the Com- 
munist Party, or whom you learned later were members of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Matusow. There was a Sidney Finkelstein. He was an in- 
structor at the Jefferson School and known to me as a member of the 
Communist Party. 

There was Abner Berry. He was one of the editors of the Daily 
Worker. 

Phil Frankfeld. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether he is the same person who 
later became the head of the Communist Party in Baltimore? 

Mr. Marusow. That is right, sir. The subject of his lecture was 
the Ober bill, as it pertained to the State of Maryland. 

Morris Schappes; Vicki Lawrence, and she was on the Communist 
Party’s Women’s Commission. The subject of her talk was women’s 
subjugation and discrimination. 

Doxey Wilkerson; Milton Wolff, who is representing the Civil 
Rights Congress; Aaron Kramer, who was a poet, and was an employee 
of the United Office and Professional Workers Union. 

Edward Hardy, who at the time was Communist organizer for the 
State of Texas. 

Then there was a Reverend Morford, who spoke representing the 
American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born. 

Reverend Morford was identified to me by the head of the State 
legislature director of the Communist Party. I inquired about that 
because I wanted to know what kind of literature to use in conjunction 
with Reverend Morford’s speech and talk, and I was told that he was 
a member of the Communist Party and I could use the party literature 
at the session that we had. 

There was also a Reverend Darr. He fits the same category as 
Reverend Morford. I inquired about him and whether he was a 
member of the party, and could I use party literature in relation to his 
talk. That is John Darr. 

Mr. Tavenner. You stated that you had certain duties to perform in 
connection with the library or the book shop. Would you tell us 
first how you were assigned to that work ¢ 

Mr Marvsow. I had been very active in the party youth movement, 
and very active on the question of party literature and the Communist 
press, the Daily Worker. 

Also, the preceding summer, I had worked at the Jefferson School 
Camp in the same capacity as I did at the Camp Unity, and that was 
managing their book store. 

It seemed that I developed a reputation for getting a lot of sales for 
party literature at the cam 

On or about May 1949, I was informed at the party headquarters 
in New York, 35 East Twelfth Street, that I would manage the Camp 
Unity Book Shop, and set up an indoctrination program for the 
nonparty and party members who attended the camp, and that I would 
ee eon party literature with the lecture programs, the lectures given 
by the people I have just mentioned, and also with the social activities, 
that is, singing. 

1 Rev. Richard Morford. 
* Rev. John W. Darr, Jr. 
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We had what they called “hoot-nannies” at the camp, and we had 
Communist song books which we distributed. ; 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee the type of literature 
that you had available at the book shop? g 

Mr. Marvsow. In the mornings we got a few, very few, copies of 
the New York newspapers, such as the Times and Tribune. They 
were the only two newspapers that we handled. 

Then we also handled the New York Daily Compass but we got 
quite a few copies of that. They were not considered in the same 
light as the Times and Tribune, and we averaged 60 to 70 copies of 
the Daily Worker sold there. 

We also distributed the publication called For a Lasting Peace for a 
People’s Democracy, which is the official newspaper of the Cominform, 
publiohen in Budapest. 

Also published in Moscow is a magazine called New Times, and a 
Soviet cultural publication called Soviet Literature. 

We also distributed two British Communist magazines, one Labor 
Monthly, and one Communist Review. 

We also distributed the official organ of the Communist Party in 
the United States, a magazine called Political Affairs, and their official 
cultural magazine, Masses and Mainstream. 

One of the key books there was a part of the series by Lenin, and 
that was called the Younger Generation. It is the Communist Bible 
on indoctrination and organization techniques for youths in the youth 
movement. 

We carried most every title that International Publishers, that is, 
the publishing house, and New Century Publishers, did distribute. 

We had many other books, classics in Marxism, by Marx, Engels, 
Stalin, Lenin, and very few books that were—in fact, no book that 
was considered anti-Communist could be carried in the book shop. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the hearing room 
at this point.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Were any efforts made at this book store or book 
shop, to recruit members into the Communist Party / 

Mr. Matusow. Yes. Those in the book shop—well, we specialized 
in contacting nonparty members for purposes of pressing the party 
literature on them, having them read it and ask questions about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. How would Communist Party members there be 
able to differentiate between Communists and non-Communists who 
were in attendance at this camp? 

Mr. Matusow. All the Communist Party members who were on the 
staff of Camp Unity and those organizers of the Communist Party 
who came there for vacation, were instructed to contact as many non- 
Communists as possible. f 

“Don’t associate only with Communists. And when you find out 
that somebody is not a member of the party and here at camp, and 
who looks like he might be a likely recruit, make sure he gets over 
to the book shop.” 

I was the guy who was supposed to recommend certain pieces of 
literature, depending on what ad of indoctrination they had received. 


Mr. Tavenner. Leaving the book shop for a moment, what can you 
teil us about the general operation of the camp ? 
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Mr. Marvusow. Well, shortly after breakfast—a loud ker would 
wake everybody up and see that nobody was in bed—the | book sho 
opened. It was about 8:30 inthe morning. Wesold newspapers an 
literature, and an announcement was also made as to who would be 
the lecturer that morning. 

The life guard was not in attendance at the lake, and the rowboats 
were not available. The athletic equipment, the tennis courts and 
baseball diamonds were also not available. So that the guests at the 
camp had no alternative but to sit on the lawn and listen to a lecturer, 
where we disseminated the party literature and party line. 

In the afternoon, well, all the athletic equipment was made avail- 
able to the people. 

We also had a lecture after lunch; a lecture or some sort of dis- 
cussion originated by the party members, and the same applied for 
after dinner. 

About 8 o'clock, the social staff took over and presented a concert, 
with political implications, singing sessions. They had a number of 
plays written at Camp Unity. One, for instance, was the ballad, 
the Ballad for Americans, that recording which was written, I believe, 
in 1938 at Camp Unity and had its premiere performance there. 

I say that was the material presented in the evening. 

After the social affairs are over, well, they have dancing, and about 
11 o’clock people just leave the social hall and go up to their various 
respective rooms or to a place called Lenin’s Rock. 

It seems that in 1937 or 1938 somebody, a sculptor, had gotten a 
piece of rock about 2 feet square, about 14 inches across, and sculpted 
a portrait of Lenin in the rock. He placed it on top of a large boulder, 
standing about 14 feet high. This Lenin’s Rock was off in the wilder- 
ness, there were no paths to it, and you had to beat your way through 
the underbrush. 

When you got there, there was a large clearing and this was the 
Communist Party meeting ground, you might say, at the camp, after 
midnight, and you would take non-Communists there if you thought 
you could recruit them. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the age bracket of those attending Camp 
Unity? 

Mr. Marosow. First of all, I might say that 500 to 700 people were 
in attendance at the camp, and about 50 percent of those were single 
people between the ages of 16 and 25, and 30 or 40 percent non-Com- 
munists who were brought up there through AYD, YPA, and other 


organizations, Ae 
r. TavenneR. You used the initials YPA. What were you re- 


ferring to? 

Mr. Marusow. The Young Progressives of America. I am sorry. 

Mr. Tavenner. You told us that it was between your first trip to 
ey Aha in 1947 and your later trip in 1949, that you became a 
member of the Communist Party. 

I believe you started to tell us the names of persons who were mem- 
bers of the Communist Party the first time that you visited the camp. 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. Norma Aaronson. She was president of local 
16, VOPWA. 

Mr. Tavenner. Give the full name. 

Mr. Matusow. Norma Aaronson. 

Mr. Tavenner. I meant of the organization. 
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Mr. Marusow. United Office and Professional Workers Union, and 
also identified to me as a member of the Communist Party. 

Through later activities I can bring that out. 

There was a fellow named Irving Leftowitz. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not a member of the Communist Party at 
that time? 

Mr. Matusow. Sir, these people were later identified to me as party 
members when I had joined the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you say that you later learned of your own 
knowledge, your own RBs knowledge, that they were members 
of the party ? 

Mr. Marvusow. I will do that. 

In the case of Irving Leftowitz, or Lefty, he identified himself to 
me at that time as a member of the party in an attempt to recruit me 
at the camp. 

Also, Winifred Norman, who was an officer in the AYD, and who 
also identified herself to me as a member of the Communist Party in 
an attempt to recruit me. 

Also the name of Herb Kewskin, and his brother Yale Kewskin, who 
also identified themselves to me as members of the Communist Party 
at that time. 

There was a man named Milton Sax of New Jersey, who also identi- 
fied himself to me at that time as a member of the Communist Party, as 
well - some members of my AYD Club, and Jules Sheik and Lee 
Sharf. 

That is about all the names that I can remember at that session of 
Camp Unity. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you were recruited into the Communist 
Party, were you assigned to a club or cell ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes, I was assigned to the Joe York Youth Club of 
the Mount Eden section of the Communist Party, at 170 Second 
Street and Walton Avenue, in the Bronx. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of this club or 
cell? 

Mr. Marusow. From October 1947 until April 1948. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you then transferred to another cell? 

Mr. Marvusow. I was. I then transferred to the Chelsea Youth 
Club, on the West Side in Manhattan. I was a member of that club for 
a period of about 3 months, where we started the organization for 
the Youth for Wallace in preparation of the Progressive Party Con- 
vention. 

Mr. Tavenner. At this point, let me ask you: Do you know any- 
thing about the dissolution of the organization to which you formerly 
belonged, known as the American Youth for Democracy ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes. In 1948, at the time of the Progressive Party 
Convention, in July, the organization Young Progressives of America 
was set > as the youth arm of the Progressive Party. 

Now, that left a conflicting situation as far as the party youth was 


concerned, because it meant that party youth members had to attend 
Communist Party meetings as well 
gressives of America meetings. 

The activities of the AYD therefore slackened and the party mem- 
bers concentrated in the YPA or Young Progressives. 


as AYD meetings and Young Pro- 
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On or about November 1948, the AYD was practically nonexistent 
as far as meetings were concerned. And a meeting was held, a large 
membership meeting, at the Hank Forbes Auditorium at 35 East 
Twelfth Street. That is the Communist Party headquarters. That 
was to discuss the situation of setting up a new Communist youth 
organization founded in the principles of Marxism and Leninism, 
which the AYD had not done. 
> They felt that the AYD lacked the discipline of the Communist 

arty. 

The dissolution evolved around an article in the September 1948 
issue of Political Affairs, and an article by Betty Gannett, telling of 
the need for a Marxist youth organization. 

At this meeting we split the New York County organization of the 
Communist Party youth into three sections and they called one a sub- 
section. That would be to decentralize the party youth movement and 
set up the framework for a transfer of memberships to the new Marx- 
ist youth organization which was due to be set up. 

At that meeting, it was voted upon to dissolve the AYD. In other 
words, take that back to our AYD clubs and see that it was done. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party, about this time, and 
rior to the forming of the Labor Youth League, instruct its youth to 
orm a young progressive organization ? 

Mr. Marvusow. They did. 

I bring up the Tompkins Square Youth Club of the Communist 
Party which I joined in September of 1949. I joined that club. There 
were members of the Communist Party active in the party club who 
were also active in the Young Progressives of America Club in that 
area. 

The YPA club had approximately 35 members—35 non-Commu- 
nist members, and between September of 1948 and the election in 1948, 
25 of those non-Communists had been recruited into the Communist 
Party, and the Communist Party, even when only 9 members were in 
its club, controlled the executive committee and set up policy for the 
YPA, prevented any action taken that would disagree with the party 
policy in relation to the election campaign or even holding member- 
ship in the club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, can you give us further information as 
to what action was taken by the Fireataaien Party to reorganize its 
young people prior to the political campaign of 1948? 

Mr. Matusow. I have stated that the meeting of the Labor Youth 
League—well, the Labor Youth League, when it was eventually 
formed, and the groundwork was set a Be the election campaign, 
had as its head Leon Wofsy who was the national director of the Com- 
munist youth movement. He then became the national director of the 
Labor Youth League. 

Lou Diskin, who was head of the New York State Labor Youth 
League, was formerly head of the New York State Communist Party 
Youth movement, and Joe Bucholt was the New York County organ- 
izer for the Labor Youth League, and formerly the New York County 
organizer for the Communist Party. 

oe Bucholt had always been very active in the Young Communist 
League, and was a captain in the Air Force during the war. 
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Other leaders in the Labor Youth League were all leaders in the 
Communist Party. 

There was Roosevelt Ward, who has since been convicted of draft 
evasion, who was a New York County Harlem organizer for the Labor 
Youth League, and held that position in the Communist youth move- 
ment. 

A west-side organizer named Harry Gay was the Communist Party 
west-side organizer and moved into the position of organizer for the 
Youth League. 

Art Saha was the lower East Side organizer for the Labor Youth 
League and held that position in the Communist Party. 

Joe Tarrentola was the organizer in the Eighteenth Congressional 
District on the East Side of New York, for the Communist Party and 
the Labor Youth League. 

My own position was very active in the Communist Party, and 
moved right into leadership position of the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain to the committee how the Labor 
Youth League was operated and controlled by the Communist Party, 
if it was so operated and controlled ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. The Memorial Day week of 1949, an organizing 
conference for the Labor Youth League was held in Chicago. At 
that meeting, a call was sent out to members of the Communist Party 
youth clubs throughout the country to attend this organizing confer- 
ence. 

Nobody, in New York, that is, in Manhattan, none of the non-Com- 
munists that I knew were invited to attend the organizing conference 
for the Labor Youth League. They were all members of the party. 

In Chicago, they set up their organization, their founding conven- 
tion. They came back and said, “we are going to call this organiza- 
tion the Labor Youth League.” 

The party members were quite unhappy about it because they 
wanted the name “Communist League” to be used, and the party ex- 
plained that “we are not using ‘Young Communist League’ because 
that would leave us open for indictment under, the Smith Act. But 
we are using the term ‘Labor Youth League’ to get away from the 
Smith Act.” 

The party leaders, as I have pointed out, the Communist Party 
leaders, became the same leaders in the Labor Youth League. 

The original clubs were set up by transferring of members. The 
Communist Party youth club, every member of the youth club, was 
transferred to the Labor Youth League Club and got their party 
training in the Labor Youth League Club. 

For > dene and administrative purposes, they were assigned to a com- 
munity or industrial club of the party, but never attended those 
meetings. They got their party leadership from the organizer of 
the Labor Youth League, which was also a Communist organizer. He 
would get his instructions from the party headquarters in the country, 
and the Labor Youth League members in the party club would hold 
a party caucus, usually before the regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Labor Youth League, and at that point they would get their party 
instructions. 

Being founded in the principles of Marxism and Leninism, they 
were able to disseminate the official Communist Party line in the 


organization of the Labor Youth League. 
95175—52—_3 
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Mr. Tavenner. Leaving the Labor Youth League for a moment, I 

believe you told us that you were employed by People’s Songs at one 
time. \ 
Mr. Matusow. That is right. I joined People’s Songs in September 
of 1947, and immediately became active in organizing a Bronx chapter 
of the organization. There was a Communist Party cell within 
People’s Songs. 

I found this out later when I was employed by People’s Songs on 
a full-time basis in September of 1948. 

This Communist Party cell was headed by Irwin Silber. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the first name? 

Mr. Marvusow. I-r-w-i-n. He was also the executive director of 
People’s Songs and music section organizer for the Communist Party. 

People’s Songs was later discontinued and changed its name to 
People’s Artists. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were the officers of People’s Songs during 
your association with the organization ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. Pete Seeger. He is a member of the singing group, 
The Weavers. Irvin Silber, Wally Hillie, Jean Fox, Betty Sanders, 
Neal Pelidorie, Leonard Jacobson. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, in what manner did the Communist Party 
use its influence and control over the activities of People’s Songs? 

Mr. Matusow. The officers whose names I have just read were all 
members of the Communist Party cell operating in People’s Songs, 
and all officers, that is, full-time employees, members of the permanent 
executive committee, were members of the Communist Party and were 
instructed to run the organization along party lines. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of any other members 
of the Communist group that was headed by Irwin Silber? 

Mr. Marvsow. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would you give them to us? 

What was your answer 

Mr. Marusow. I am sorry. Yes, there are some other members 
of the group who were members of People’s Songs and members of 
the Communist Party. 

There was Harry Klein, Adolph Green, Ronnie Gilbert, also a 
member of the singing group, The Weavers; Freddie Hellerman, also 
a member of the singing group, The Weavers; Joe Jaffe, Al Nadler. 
and his wife, Shirley Nadler, who went under the stage name of 
Lydia Edwards. 

There was Fran DeLarco and 

Mr. Ve.pe. Do I understand, Mr. Matusow, that these were all 
members of the People’s Songs as well as being members of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right, sir. 

Mario Cassatta, and his nickname was Boots. He was also a 
—- of the executive committee and a member of the Communist 

arty. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to changing its organization name to People’s 
Artists, was there a division of People’s Songs known as People’s 
Artists Division ? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, there was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the function of this division? That is, 
of the People’s Artist Division ? , 
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Mr. Matusow. It was a theatrical booking agency which had as its 
purpose the booking of Communist Party members into various or- 

nizations, clubs, social work. It had a license under the State of 

ew York to—it was licensed under the State of New York as a 
theatrical booking agency and was an incorporated group. 

Mr. Tavenner. When the name of the organization was changed 
from People’s Songs to People’s Artists, was the organizational struc- 
ture changed ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. No; it was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what the reason was for the change 
of the name from People’s Songs to People’s Artists? 

Mr. Marvusow. Partly the exposing of that organization by this 
committee as a front, and their effectiveness was cut down somewhat, 
and partly because—well, they were running out of money. The 
Progressive Party had, I believe the figure was two or three thousand 
dollars which had been given to People’s Songs to run the cultural 
aspects of the Progressive Party campaign in 1948, 

They said the lack and funds and they felt that by declaring bank- 
ruptcy and dissolving People’s Songs they could avoid, and did avoid, 

aying some some three to four thousand dollars in debt to legitimate 
usiness concerns. 

And being the People’s Artists was incorporated, they felt they 
could just i that new name and put new officers in. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you mean that was the objective for reincorporating 
under another name ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. That is right. They already had the incorporation 
set up for their booking agency. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, the real purpose was to defraud bona 
fide creditors ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes, sir. I may say there were some who wrote to 
me at that time, too. 

Mr. Doyte. In other words, they had the money all right with which 
to pay, if they wanted to pay their honest debts, but they reincor- 
porated under another name to avoid the debts ? 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right. 

Mr. Dorie. And when they had the solid assets with which to pay 
the debts ? 

Mr. Matusow. Well, the debts could have been paid. 

Mr. Dorie. Without discount ? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right. 

Mr. Doy.e. It is pretty nearly fraud on the court, is it not? It 
was a fraud on the court; it was a fraud on the court, a deliberate 
fraud on the court. 

In other words, you young people were being taught to practice 
deliberate fraud on the United States court as well as to cheat creditors, 
were you not ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. In that sense; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether they took over into the new 
organization known as People’s Artists the same officers that held 
office under the title of People’s Songs ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. They did, sir, in different positions. 

The former executive secretary became editor of the publication, and 
one of the former editors became executive secretary. They just held 
different offices in the new incorporation. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Betty Sanders, for instance, became a chairman of 
People’s Artists? Was she an officer of People’s Songs? 

Mr. Marvusow. She was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Betty Sanders known to you to be a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Matusow. She was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is the basis of your statement that she was 
known to you to be a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Matusow. The Communist Party meetings were held at the 
office of People’s Songs when I worked there. So I was not a member 
of that club, it was known that I was a party member and there were 
no objections to my continuing my work in the office while the party 
meeting was going on. So I was in attendance when these meetings 
were held, and through, of course, her own admission in discussing 
party politics relating to People’s Songs. 

Mr. Doyrte. In other words, you were in the immediate presence of 
the meeting that was going on? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Doyte. Right in the same room without any walls or partitions 
between you and the actual Commie meeting ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Doy.e. So that you could hear, and did hear everything that 
went on? 

Mr. Matusow. Right. 

Mr. Dorie. And saw the people present? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the name of the official publication of 
People’s Artists? 

Mr. Marusow. It is called Sing Out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the editor? 

Mr. Marvusow. My last recollection was Irwin Silber. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he the same person that you mentioned a few 
moments ago as being the head of the Communist group within 
People’s Songs? 

Mr. Marusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What would you say was the general over-all pur- 
pose of People’s Songs? 

Mr. Marusow. Well, People’s Songs took the question of American 
folk music and square dancing, and brought it, you might say, to the 
big city. , 

Many of the people, such as Pete Seeger and a name I didn’t men- 
tion before, Woodie Guthrie, who wrote the song So Long, It’s Been 
Good To Know You, and who was a member of the group, had done 
such field trips and research on the — of folk music, and they 
had quite an extensive library on folk music, and they attracted the 
voung people at what they called hoot-nannies, or a wing-ding, which 
was a small-scale hoot-nannie. 

That was a get-together of a number of folk artists who would sing 
old American ballads, European folk songs, as well as songs of the 
—— type in the Communist Party, such as the songs of the Lincoln 

srigade, and they would continuously write songs for given situations. 

But at these hoot-nannies they would sell their People’s Song books 
and distribute song sheets and all the hoot-nannies had a political 
tone to them. 
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A number of them related to this committee, and in defense of soime 
of the people who were indicted or cited for contempt by this com- 
mittee. 

They also tried to get petitions and telegrams and letters sent to 
Members of Congress or certain elected officials at various levels of 
Government. 

We in the youth movement had the task of making sure that young 
people who were not already in the Young Progressives of America, 
or the Labor Youth League, became interested in the organization by 
using people such as the Weavers, who were a well-known singing 
group. They made the song recording of So Long, It’s Been Good 
To Know You; Goodnight, Irene; and On Top of Old Smoky; the 
best-selling records, using their appeal to the young people as a means 
of getting the young people down to the meetings of the Communist 
fronts and indoctrinating them with the party line and later recruiting 
them. 

They also, in New York City, on Sunday afternoons, during the 
spring and summer, used the people in People’s Songs in singing 
sessions at the Washington Square Park and attracted a great many 
people who otherwise would not be attracted by the left wing. 

The Communist Party and YPA, that is, of the ones I am referring 
to, there again, indoctrination was to be done. In the case of the City 
College student strike in 1949, members of People’s Songs were very 
active on the campus in singing their songs, calling square dances 
for the students, and in general keeping up the spirit and tempo of 
the strike, and to try to get a back-to-school movement—to bring in 
a back-to-school movement. 

Mr. Doytx. Why would they try to do that? Why did you not 
want them to go back to school ? 

Mr. Matusow. As the case was, sir, they had tried to get the thing— 
I mean, create as much agitation as possible. And the case was that 
a number of the members of YPA who were active on the campus 
at the time were arrested for disorderly conduct, and it was just to 
keep that up, to keep the defense of these people arrested strong, and 
to keep the students out of school so that they would want the two 
ar we at the City College fired, Professor Davis and Professor 

nickerbocker. 

Mr. Doyre. Why did they want them fired? 

Mr. Matusow. One was claimed to have been anti-Semitic and the 
other, as they termed it, a chauvinist or anti-Negro. 

Mr. Dorie. To what extent did the commie group initiate the be- 
ginners of the strike, if any? 

Mr. Matusow. At that time, in relation to this strike, I was em- 
ployed at the Communist Party, and the student division of the Com- 
munist Party was very active in that strike in that they sent out calls 
to all the other city universities and got students from those schools 
to appear on the picket lines in demonstrations at City College. 

The got tedints from Brooklyn College, Queens College, New 
York University, Long Island University, and Columbia University. 

Mr. Dorie. You mean the Communist Party was responsible for 
calling the strike ? 

Mr. Matusow. The YPA, Young Progressives of America, was 
one of the organizations responsible, and Communists in that organi- 
zation did take a part in the strike. 
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Now, I will not think they were responsible in calling the strike, 
but I will say that they furnished 90 percent of the picket’s signs used 
and a strike newspaper was turned out for the students at the Com- 
munist Party student headquarters at 35 East Twelfth Street. 

Mr. Dorie. Then your answer is that 90 percent of the initiation 
of the strike, and the continuance of it, so long as it did continue, was 
caused directly by young Communist leaders? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever had occasion to travel in Puerto 
Rico? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, sir; in the latter part of 1948 when the Daily 
Worker had a subscription drive. The prize for selling the most 
subscriptions in New York was a trip to Puerto Rico paid for by the 
Communist Party. I won the contest by selling 236 subscriptions to 
the Sunday Worker in about a 9-week period. 

I went to Puerto Rico the first 2 weeks in May 1948. I was accom- 
panied by Ted Bassett. He, at that time, was the county educational 
director of the Communist Party in New York County. 

Ben Davis, Jr., the convicted Communist leader, was originally 
supposed to make the trip, but the trial of the Communists was going 
on at the time and he could not leave. 

Upon our arrival in Puerto Rico we contacted Juan Sias Corales. 
He is the trade-union director of the Communist Party of Puerto 
Rico, and head of the largest trade-union in Puerto Rico. 

Bassett and I had been given instructions for the setting up of a 
Communist newspaper in Puerto Rico, which was eventually set up 
and called Pueblo. Corales was the editor of that newspaper. 

They later, however, changed it from a trade-union newspaper edi- 
ted by the trade-union director of the Communist Party to a paper 
called Vardid, I believe, which was the official organ of the Com- 
munist Party. 

The same machinery was used in turning out that later paper. 

The paper itself, the reason for setting up the strict party paper 
ye that they felt they would reach more people, it would be more 

irect. 

In Puerto Rico, the party stands high. I mean, people do not op- 
pose communism as such, at least we found that. 

I also met a Consulo Sias Corales, the wife of Juan Sias Corales, 
who was the educational director of the Communist Party of Puerto 
Rico. 

We also contacted Juan Santo Rivera, who was chairman of the 
Communist Party of Puerto Rico. I had previously met Rivera at a 
Christmas party at the Jefferson School in New York City. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. What was the occasion of his 
ane 8 the Jefferson School in New York City, in 1948, if you 

now 

Mr. Matusow. He had been there to attend a meeting of the na- 
tional Puerto Rican commission of the Communist Party and receive 
instructions in relation to the trip that was contemplated for Ted 
Bassett and whoever was to win that Daily Worker subscription drive, 
to set up the procedure for our trip and what we would do, et cetera. 

Rivera introduced Bassett. and me to Caesar Andreau Ingleas. He 
is the general secretary of the Puerto Rican Communist Party. 
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I also met his wife, a former Jane Speed, of Birmingham, Ala., and 
her mother, Mrs. S . I don’t know her full name. 

Jane Speed and her mother at one time ran a Communist book shop 
in the city of Birmingham, and when in Puerto Rico ran the Com- 
munist book shop in San Juan, Puerto Rico. She had received her 
training, at least, she told me at her house, at the Communist Party 
paterson « school in New York, and she was one of the key organ- 
izers in the southern district of the Communist Party before going to 
Puerto Rico. 

I believe she was since arrested in Puerto Rico. 

I also met a Eugene Cubeus. He was head of the Communist youth 
movement in Puerto Rico. 

One of our jobs in Puerto Rico was to select a delegate to the World 
Youth Festival to be held in Budapest, Hungary, in the summer of 
1949. The Communist Party in the United States felt that Puerto 
Rico should have a delegate to the convention as a “symbol of colonial 
oppression.” 

We obtained all of the information necessary to get Cubeus’ visa. 
We were instructed to tell him to apply for a passport and say that 
he was going to Paris, to France, as a tourist. We would get these 
photographs and I personally brought them back to New York with 
all of his information, date of birth, et cetera, and used that informa- 
tion and turned it into the office of the American Youth for a Free 
World. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. I am interested there in your 
description of the method of obtaining a passport. Did you state that 
you were instructed to have this young man represent that he wanted 
to go to certain countries in Europe without naming the country that 
he really intended to go to? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right, sir. 

He named France and England, I believe. I don’t know whether 
he was supposed to have named Italy. But all the countries that he 
was to name were the Western European countries. 

Mr. Tavenner. Actually, the whole purpose of the trip and the 
sole purpose of the trip was to attend the Youth Festival at Budapest? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. And as I say here, 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, can you tell me who was responsible 
for giving those instructions? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, sir. It came out of the office of the American 
Youth for a Free World, at 144 Bleecker Street in New York, and 
the instructions were given to me by Leon Wofsy and Lou Diskin, 
the national and State head of the Communist Party. 

The photographs and visa application were turned in there—I 
don’t know their means of transmission—they got that material to 
Budapest, Hungary, and when Cubeus arrived in Budapest, he was 
supposed to contact the office of the World Youth Federation. 

I am trying to think of the exact name. I have it here, if I may. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room at this 
point.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I am quite anxious to'have the details of this ex- 
plained, because the committee, in the course of the next few days, 
will make a recommendation to the House of Representatives regard- 
ing this matter of passports. 
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Mr. Marvusow. It is the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 
This is their official pin here [handing pin to committee counsel}. It 
is worn by members of the organization. It is an international group. 

It also includes some students. 

Now, when Cubeus arrived in Paris, he went to pick up his visa 
at the office of the World Federation of Democratic Youth. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was the organization which sponsored the festi- 
val at Budapest ? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. 

By the way, the American Youth for a Free World is the American 
branch of that international organization. 

I was also informed upon my return to New York that other mem- 
bers of the delegation to the festival, which also included Lou Diskin, 
who I mentioned, used the same means of applying for their pass- 
ports. 

All New York delegates, that is, used those means of obtaining pass- 
ports and, later, visas. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask this question : 

This pin that you have presented to counsel, and then the dis- 
tinguished chairman of this committee has looked at it, and I am look- 
ing at it now; I see two heads on it, one in white and one not colored. 
What heads are those; do you know ? 

Mr. Matusow. They are to symbolize the term “democratic world, 
no discrimination,” and the fact that they are opposed to colonial op- 
pression as it exists in Latin America, and as it exists in Asia and 
Africa, and the unification of the world youth, a united youth appeal. 

Mr. Dorie. May I correct my question? I see there are three heads 
on it. 

Mr. Marvsow. It also has a woman, I believe. 

Mr. Doyxe. I think the woman is in the middle, as usual, of trouble. 
I think you are correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you have any instructions from the Commu- 
nist Party as to what you were to do when you went to Puerto Rico 
after winning this trip? 

Mr. Matusow. As T have stated, the question of a newspaper in 
Puerto Rico, the question of seeing that a delegate would go to the 
World Youth Festival, was topmost in our plans. 

Then we were to pick up all the material that we could so that we 
could report to the New York Communist Party on conditions in 
Puerto Rico, gather photographs and documents for speeches to Com- 
munist Party clubs, and organizations—that is, to indoctrinate the 
party and lines of “American imperialism in Puerto Rico.” 

Mr. TavenNer. Then, as a matter of fact, you were performing a 
definite function for the Communist Party in going down there? 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And all this about winning a prize was just a matter 
of subterfuge as far as the trip to Puerto Rico was concerned; is that 
not true? 

Mr. Matusow. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. It was the cover for the purpose of your trip? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right, sir. They say you never get a vacation 
in the Communist Party; you always have to work, including the 
people who went to Camp Unity. 
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Mr. Taverner. Now, from your visit in Puerto Rico, are you able 
to tell the committee anything regarding the relationship between 
the Communist Party in Puerto Rico and the Nationalist Party of 
Puerto Rico? ' 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. The Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico is very 
closely interlocked with the functions and activities of the Communist 
Party of Puerto Rico. 

For instance, I have a photograph, and I believe I gave it to the 
committee at the last session, of the Communist Party headquarters in 
a town called Cabarojo. The Nationalist Party flag was flown at this 
house, and right along side of it was a Communist Party poster stating 
that “We want Puerto Rican independence.” 

As far as their literature was concerned, we picked up literature 
published by the Nationalist Party in Puerto Rico that was distrib- 
uted by the Communist Party, Puerto Rican section, in New York 
City. 

on introduced to a number of Nationalist Party leaders, local 
leaders in small towns, who were very active in support of the Com- 
munist Party at the time, though they held membership in the Na- 
tionalist Party. 

The student strike in Puerto Rico in 1948—it was a joint operation 
of the Communist and Nationalist Parties, and the members of the 
Nationalist Party, mostly, who were expelled from the University of 
Puerto Rico, were very close with the Communist ‘Party. 

The Communist Party helped to defend them when the trials came 
up. 
Mur. TAvVENNER. Will you tell the committee what you know about 
the financing of the Communist Party in Puerto Rico? 

Mr. Marvusow. The Communist Party in Puerto Rico—well, the 
New York party, we should say, the national party in the United 
States, realizes—— 

Mr. Tavenner. What party are you speaking of in New York? 

Mr. Matusow. The Communist Party of New York, representing 
the national committee of the Communist Party, realizes that fund- 
raising in Puerto Rico for Communist purposes is limited because of 
the small membership for one part, active membership, that is. 

Well, they have made arrangements to finance the Communist Party 
of Puerto Rico through many ways. The question of the newspaper 
was financed out of New York. The question of the expenses for the 
“- to Budapest of Eugene Cubeus came out of New York. 

‘he setting up of an organizing campaign whereby the New York 
Party was to finance three full-time Puerto Rican organizers who 
were to leave New York and go to Puerto Rico—that was accom- 
»lished. I don’t know if all three got there, but one Juan Emmanuelli, 

believe, arrived in Puerto Rico just before I left and, in a matter of 
time between May and August 1949, he was almost directly responsible 
for the organization of 17 new Communist Party clubs on the island. 

To the best of my knowledge, those clubs are still in existence. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were the funds raised to take care of expenses 
of the organizational work in Puerto Rico? 

Mr. Matusow. Well, all I know is that I would get a check, when 
I went down there, a check was issued to me from the county office of 
the Communist Party and I just went out and got the check cashed 
and had enough money to take care of the trip. 

95175—52——4 
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The question of the newspaper, they were to work out their budget 
and send a request to the New York party for funds. Those funds 
would be disseminated as soon as the figure was arrived at. 

They were obtained through regular fund-raising channels in New 
he oe and throughout the country; that is, collections, kick-back of 
salaries. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you meet with any special opposition, or dif- 
ficulties, in carrying out your mission in Puerto Rico? 

Mr. Marvsow. Bassett and I had access to various industries in 
Puerto Rico, such as the sugar mills, textile mills, the rw en 
plant at Cabarojo, a fertilizing factory in Ponce, Puerto Rico, anc 
a few others, and were welcomed everywhere, though we were known 
members of the Communist Party. There was no antagonism. 

As I say, we had access to all of this. The people working there 
were showing us what they were doing, and the whole place was opened 
up to us, 

Mor. Dorie. Who opened it up to you? 

Mr. Matusow. The Communist chairman, one Juan Rivera. 

Mr. Doytz. They were employees? 

Mr. Marvusow. No; Rivera knew all the employees, it seemed. Or 
he knew a specific union organizer, as the case may be, in one of the 
plants. We spoke to many non-Communists there, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Did you have any indication that the owners of these 
plants knew that yu were there as a Commie? 

Mr. Marvsow. I doubt very much if the owners knew we were there. 

Mr, Tavenner. Is the Communist Party of Puerto Rico under the 
jurisdiction of the Communist Party of the United States in its origi- 
nal set-up? 

Mr. Marusow. As far as the party is so concerned, on the record, 
it isnot. It is a separate and autonomous party. But off the record 
and not for publication, it is that the party is controlled by a national 
and New York State Puerto Rican commission. 

Upon my return from Puerto Rico I attended two or three meetings 
of the Puerto Rican commission at Communist Party national head- 
quarters. 

Mr. TavenNer. You mean Puerto Rican commission? Are you 
speaking of a commission within the Communist Party? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. How does the Communist Party of Puerto Rico 
maintain its liaison with the Puerto Rican commission of the Com- 
munist Party in New York, or the Communist Party of New York? 

Mr, Marusow. There are several ways: 

One, I described Juan Santo Rivera’s trip to New York in Christ- 
mas of 1948. ‘That was an open and above board trip. 

Another is by mail and using false post-office boxes, or getting 
some innocent person to let you use their address, and sending a letter 
to somebody who they think is not known to governmental agencies, 
we might say, and getting correspondence across that way. 

Another one is trip to Cuba, and a liaison between the Communist 
Party of Cuba and also the Communist Party as it exists in Mexico, 
in the Latin American Trade Union Federation. 

It is not the exact name for it, but in substance it is that kind of 
an organization. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You have referred to Ted Bassett as engaging in 
this mission with you. Do you know whether he had had Communist 
Party experiences in any other places, other than in the continental 
United States and Puerto Rico? ; 

Mr. Marusow. Bassett told me he had spent about 1 year in Cuba 
doing party work on an assignment from the Communist Party in 
the United States. I don’t know what that work was; we never dis- 
cussed it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been to Cuba on Commynist Party 
business ? 

Mr. Matusow. No; I have not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this is a good place for a break, I 


think. 
Mr. Woop. The committee will stand in recess until 2: 30 this after- 


noon. 
(Thereupon, at 12:17 p. m. the hearing was recessed, to reconvene 
at 2: 30 p,m. same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


(At the hour of 3 p. m., of the same day, the Tg ete were resum- 
ed, Representatives John S. Wood, Clyde Doyle, James B. Frazier, Jr., 
and Harold H. Velde being present.) 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order in the committee room, please. 

Are you ready to + map Mr. Counsel ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Matusow, have you any information relating to the San Crist- 
obal Ranch, which the committee would be interested in from the 
standpoint of Communist Party activities? 


TESTIMONY OF HARVEY M. MATUSOW—Resumed 


Mr. Marvusow. The San Cristobal Valley Ranch is in Taos, N. Mex. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you say New Mexico? 

Mr. Matusow. New Mexico. The ranch was originally set up asa 
boys’ school by Harry Wells, Dr. Harry Wells, a teacher of philosophy, 
now with the Jefferson School, who also taught philosophy at Colum- 
bia University. I don’t know if he is still at Columbia. 

Harry Wells and his wife at the time, former wife now, Jennie 
Wells, went out to New Mexico and set up the San Cristobal Valley 
Ranch as a private boys’ school, which was run for a number of years. 

Shortly after the war, I believe, Harry Wells got divorced from 
Jennie Wells, and he went east. Jennie Wells kept possession of the 
ranch and has set that up as a dude ranch, catering mostly to Commu- 
nist Party members and some people in some of the known Communist- 
front organizations. 

The ranch is also the center of the activities of the American Na- 
tional Mexican Association, called ANMA. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it, please ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Anma, A-n-m-a. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you know what the initials stand for? 

Mr. Matusow. American National Mexican Association. 

When I was out there, some of the people who were working at the 
ranch were Jennie Wells Vincent, V-i-n-c-e-n-t, who was identified to 
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me as a member of the Communist Party by Irwin Silber, previously 
mentioned, who was music section organizer of the Communist Party, 
New York. Mrs. Vincent had been very active in the Progressive Party 
compiles when Henry Wallace was on the west coast. She accom- 
Lae im on part of his tour, singing at various meetings and 
raiies, 

Her husband was Craig Vincent, also identified to me as a Commu- 
nist Party member. That identification took place when they were 
— in New York at a People’s Songs “wing-ding.”—People’s Artists; 
pardon me. 

Some other people at the ranch were’Earl Robinson—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. I would rather that you would 
not give the names of any persons at the ranch unless they were known 
to you to be members of the Communist Party. 

r. Matusow. All right, sir. Earl Robinson. Mr. Robinson was 
the composer of Ballad for Americans and a mnnber of Hollywood 
scenarios, the music for some picture out there. He had at one time 
been employed at Camp Unity, which we mentioned. I also met Mr. 
Robinson in New York on one of his singing tours, and at that time 
he was identified to me as a member of the Communist Party. 

Ernie Lieberman, L-i-e-b-e-r-m-a-n. At the time he was a student 
at Brooklyn College in New York and a member of the American 
Folksay Group, People’s Songs, People’s Artists, and the Communist 
Party. He had gone to Prague, Czechoslovakia, in 1947, to attend a 
World Youth Festival there, and I had seen him at a number of party 
meetings where he gave a report on the Prague World Youth Festival. 
Lieberman worked at the ranch. 

Some of the guests there were Elmer and Pearl Bernstein, who 
were mentioned before, having worked at Camp Unity, and as mem- 
bers of the Communist Party in New York. They were guests at 
the ranch on their way to California, where he did the music for one 
or more pictures; one that I know of. 

I don’t have the first name, but we talked at length on the subject 
of the Communist Party, and he admitted membership. His name 
is Mareus, M-a-r-c-u-s. He is a New York City high-school teacher, 
and had written a textbook on radio and physics that is used im the 
New York high schools. He was a guest at the ranch. 

Those are the only people, right offhand, that I could possibly 
identify as being party members whom I knew at the ranch. 

Mr. Taverner. What was the occasion of your visit to the ranch? 

Mr. Marvsow. I was on my way to California at the time, and I 
had been invited to the ranch the previous winter by Jennie Wells. 
That was in the event of my being in the area. I was out there and 
spent a week there, and after spending a week there, I just stayed on, 
and during all that period furnished reports to the FBI on the activi- 
ties at the ranch. I lived in town and visited the ranch once, twice, or 
three times a week. 

At the ranch, they used to take trips once and twice a week down to 
Bandalier Monument, the cliff dwellings, a few miles from Los 
Alamos, and it seemed to me at the time that they would continuously 
go down there for weekly trips, when there were many things to see 
out in New Mexico. But they would take more than one trip with 
the same people down to the Bandalier cliff dwellings. 
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Mr. Tavenner. You have mentioned several times in the course of 
your testimony the singing group known as the Weavers singing 
group. It may be repetition to some extent, but who among that 
group, if any, were known to you personally to have been members 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. The Weavers originally were composed of five 
veople, the fifth of whom is no longer with them, a singer named 

lope Foy. We haven't mentioned her before. She left the Weavers 
about 2 years ago and has not rejoined them. ‘This is the same Hope 
Foy that recently came back from Moscow on a trip sponsored by— 
1 forget the name of the group that sponsored the trip, but I have 
seen the publicity on it. She was a member of the Communist Party, 
and I had seen her in attendance at Communist meetings. 

Also there was Pete Seeger. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name? 

Mr. Marusow. S-e-e-g-e-r. He was a member of the Weavers, and 
he had also been a meni of the Almanac Singers; also a member of 
People’s Artists, People’s Songs, and the Progressive Party and the 
Communist Party. 

Freddie Hellerman—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please / 

Mr. Marusow. H-e-l-l-e-r-m-a-n. He had been a member of the 
Communist Party in Brooklyn College in New York, was very active 
in the American Folksay Group of the AYD and later very active in 
People’s Songs, People’s Artists, and in the Communist Party. 

The Weavers, by the way, had appeared on the 1949 affair at Peek- 
skill, N. Y., which they and People’s Artists sponsored for Paul 
Robeson. 

Ronnie Gilbert: She was the only feminine member of the Weavers 
group and was very active in Péople’s Songs, People’s Artists, and she 
had done a lot of volunteer work, as I recall it, at the defense of the 
11 Communist leaders during that trial in New York, and had at- 
tended Communist Party meetings. She is now married, and I don’t 
know her married name. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the room at this point.) 

Mr. Marvsow. The last is Lee Hays, H-a-y-s. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell the first name ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Lee, L-e-e. He had dropped out of the Communist 
Party at the time that I had known him, but was still in the good 
graces of the Communists. For some reason, they said, “He just isn’t 
the kind of person we can discipline in party discipline, but he is very 
helpful to us.” And, according to him and other members of that 
Communist Party cell, he, with a man named Walter Lowenfelds, 
L-o-w-e-n-f-e-]-d-s, set up and edited the original eastern Pennsy}l- 
vania edition of the Worker, the Communist newspaper. And Lee 
Hays has written a number of songs that were used for the Communist 
Party, and I have seen him at many Communist Party functions. 

That is the complete list of the names of the Weavers. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have also mentioned during the course of your 
testimony, the American Folksay Group. What is that ? 

Mr. Matusow. The American Folksay Group was originally the 
cultural division of the American Youth for Democracy. Besides 
putting on plays and sponsoring “hoot-nannies” of their own, they 
twice a month meet at the Furriers’ Union Hall in New York. They 
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meet at the Furriers’ Union Hall in New York, where they have what 
they call “dance-rounds.” A “dance-around” is a square dance, and 
at intermission time they usually have a show, with a political theme. 

The main draw and attraction at these “dance-arounds” are the 
high-school students in New York. They have from 300 to 500 stu- 
dents at a time down there. 

As I say, very few except of high-school age attend these “dance- 
arounds.” 

When AYD was dissolved, the American Folksay Group did not 
affiliate officially with the Young Progressives of America, but worked 
very closely with them. When I left New York, they were in the 
process of affiliating or joining with the Labor Youth League. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is there anything further that you can tell the com- 
mittee regarding the relationship between the Communist Party and 
Communist-front operations generally ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Well, for instance, during the Progressive Party 
campaign in 1948, a group was set up called Wallace Caravan, com- 
posed mostly of young people taken from the ranks of People’s Songs, 
People’s Artists, and the American Folksay Group. The groups 
usually consisted of four or five people, a guitar or a banjo, a writer 
who could also act, and they toured the country through the States of 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, mostly in western Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio, 
and West Virginia, where they were going out after the industrial 
vote. They would line up at shop gates early in the morning and put 
on skits, sing songs, and in general just try and get the vote for the 
Wallace party. 

The people I have mentioned as being members of People’s Songs, 
the Communist Party, and the American Folksay Group, were the 
same people who organized and ran the Wallace Caravan group. 

Do you want me to continue? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, if you have anything further to say regarding 
that activity. 

Mr. Matusow. That about covers it on the caravans. There is more 
on other organizations. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you stated in the very beginning of your 
testimony that you were connected at one time with Young People’s 
Records. Am I correct in that? 

Mr. Marvsow. Well, in an indirect way. If I may develop it, 
Young People’s Records was set up, I believe, in 1948, the early part 
of the year, by a Horace Grennel, G-r-e-n-n-e-l. When I first knew 
Horace Grennel, the only time I did know him, he was the conductor 
of the Jefferson School Chorus. And as I later found out when I 
worked for the Jefferson School, faculty members or nee le in a 
capacity such as the director of their chorus could not hold that posi- 
tion unless they were members of the Communist Party. 

That was told to me by the director of the Jefferson School, Mr. 
Dave Goldway. 

Horace Grennel left the Jefferson School Chorus and went with 
Young People’s Records. They started a Record-of-the-Month Club 
for children between the ages, I believe, of 3 and 12. 

The recording artists for Young People’s Records were mainly got- 
ten through the booking agency, y So e’s Artists, people such as the 
Weavers, Woodie Guthrie, and then there was a Cisco Huston, whom I 
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haven’t mentioned before, who was connected with the maritime union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell that, please ? 

Mr. Marusow. H-u-s-t-o-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you know this person by the name of Hus- 
ton to have been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Matusow. I had been to his home a number of times and talked 
about party members, and he was connected with People’s Songs, al- 
though he did not belong to the People’s Songs cell of the Communist 
Party. But we would talk as Communists. And by his own admission, 

Mr. Tavenner. All right. Proceed. 

Mr. Marvsow. Betty Sanders, whom we have mentioned before, was 
also a recording artist for Young People’s Records, as well as Ernie 
Lieberman. ‘Those are just a few I can think of now who were the 
early recording artists for this group. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you stated at the beginning of your testi- 
mony that you were at one time employed by the Wholesale Book 
Corp. 

Mr. Marvsow. That’s right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What can you tell the committee about that group ¢ 

Mr. Marvsow. Wholesale Book Corp. is located on the fourth floor 
of the Communist Party national headquarters. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what place? 

Mr. Matusow. 35 East Twelfth Street in New York City. It isa 
book wholesale house, that distributes nationally all of the Communist 
Party literature, books published by International Publishers and 
New Century Publishers. They had control and jurisdiction over all 
the Communist book shops in the United States. 

The Workers’ Bookshop in New York, where I was employed, was 
in that, the Jetferson Bookshop at Jefferson School, also Book Fair, 
located on Forty-fourth Street in Now York City between Broadway 
and Sixth Avenue, as well as the book shops that were operated at the 
time in Washington, D. C., Boston, valent Philadelphia, and Los 
Angeles. There was one also in San Francisco at the California Labor 
School. 

All these book shops received their literature directly from Whole- 
sale Book Corp. Wholesale Book Corp. had connections with the 
Four Continents Book Shop, I believe on West Fifty-fifth Street, in 
New York, which is the distributing house for all Soviet Union pub- 
lications in the United States. Or they have one, I think, of the two 
franchises. 

The Wholesale Book Corp. dealt with Four Continents Books 
Shop, and on that basis distributed, as I said the Communist Party 
literature in the United States, as well as Political Affairs, the Com- 
munist Party organ; Masses and Mainstream, their cultural organ; 
the Cominform Bulletin, a newspaper asking for a lasting peace, for a 
people’s democracy: New Times, printed in Moscow, published week- 
ly as a news magazine: the British publications Communist Review 
and Labor Monthly: as well as some material that is published in 
Mexico in Spanish. And, well, it is the clearinghouse nationally for 
Communist literature. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, let me ask you a question. We have had tes- 
timony before the committee from time to time indicating that Com- 
munist book shops located in the communities in which Communist 
cells were operating knew exactly what type of literature, Communist 








3300 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES AMONG YOUTH GROUPS 


Party literature, should be delivered to the Communist Party cells 
at a given time. In other words, if it was the program of the Com- 
munist Party to adopt and discuss a certain line, the literature per- 
taining to that particular line was made available from the book shop. 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give the committee any information as to 
how those matters were handled out of the book shop which distributed 
the literature throughout the entire country? Do you know whether 
it was correlated as to the particular Communist Party line at the 
time? 4 

Mr. Marvusow. Well, I can point that out by bringing out my ca- 
pacity as literature director for the Labor Youth League in New York 
State. 

At that time, I was also serving in an acting capacity as national 
literary director for the Labor Youth League. All my literature was 
received from Wholesale Book Corp. 

In fact, when we set up the Labor Youth League and our literature 
department, we reoaiven a $500 loan from Wholesale Book Corp., 
that much credit, and we could purchase on that credit. Also the 
divisions and sections of the Communist Party throughout the country 
had credit at Wholesale Book Corp. and purchased directly from 
them. That is, the State organizations and large city organizations. 

‘In New York City, the student division of the Communist Party 
had an account there, and they had their own literature director, aad 
that person was the only person responsible Por picking up this 
literature, and on a weekly basis in New York would go up to Whole- 
sale Book Corp. and discuss the current line with Mr. Ben Bordofsky, 
B-o-r-d-o-f-s-k-y. Or they would discuss it at their educational 
meetings, the meetings of the educational committee, of which the 
literature director was a part. 

The line would start at a national committee meeting in the party. 
It would be disseminated through word of mouth and throu A Po- 
litical Affairs, their organ. Then the section or club would have a 
discussion on the subject matter, taking the line as it was handed down, 
with no deviation, on the concentration in literature. 

At that point, the quota was set up for each particular section, and 
as that quota was set up, the literature director was responsible for 
getting his particular literature from Wholesale Book Corp. 

Now, it did not work on a club level, because it would have made it 
too unruly, but the sections did have their own means of picking up 
literature at Wholesale Book. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Very well. I interrupted you. Will you proceed? 

Mr. Matusow. Well, I was still on Wholesale Book Corp. They 
also had this set-up with the various book shops, such as the Workers? 
Bookshop. On many occasions if Wholesale k Corp. were closed, 
a section literature director could stop by the Jefferson School Book- 
shop or the Workers’ Bookshop and pick up on a loan basis this very 
literature that he needed, and on many occasions I have seen that 
happen. 

They were also responsible for disseminating literature at public 
rallies. When the party or party front had a meeting at Madison 
Square Garden, a literature table was set up in the lobby or in any 
large halls, and they were responsible for pushing the particular line 
piece. And every month there was a highlight in literature. One 
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month it was the book by William Foster called Twilight of World 
Capitalism. In fact, that ran on for 2 months. Another week it was 
the book by Harry Haywood, called Negro Liberation, which dealt 
with the plan to set up a separate Negro nation in the South. And 
there were many books, but it would always be highlighted with one. 

Of course, every member of the party was called upon to purchase 
Political Affairs, and Masses and Mainstream every month. 

The Wholesale Book Corp. also handled the distribution of pam- 
phlets, these throw-away or penny pamphlets, for use on street cor- 
ners, at street meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you told us the name of the person who was 
the supervisor or director of the book shop # 

Mr. Matusow. That was Ben Bordofsky, whom I have just men- 
tioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know to whom he was answerable? 

Mr. Matusow. He was responsible to Alexander Trachtenberg, who 
was at that time head of the publishing house. 

Mr. TavenneR. Is that the same Alexander Trachtenberg who is 
now under indictment in the Federal court in New York City? 

Mr. Matusow. That is the same one. 

By the way, Mr. Bordofsky has since been expelled from the Com- 
munist Party for, as the Communist Party put it, expropriation of 
funds; and I believe that the district court in New York has sub- 
penaed some of the books of Wholesale Book Corp., because he felt 
there was criminal action involved, and he was investigating it. That 
was last year. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Wholesale Book Corp. employ persons other 
than members of the Communist Party to your nowlilins? 

Mr. Marvsow. No; they did not. It was definite policy that no 
nonmember of the Communist Party could be employed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, have you been affiliated with any other groups 
which are commonly referred to by this committee and others as Com- 
munist fronts? 

Mr. Marvusow. Yes. In my capacity as manager of the Camp Unity 
Bookshop, and the year preceding that of the Jefferson School Camp 
book shop, I was called upon to join many organizations that lecturers 
presented at the camp. When a lecturer had finished, he would make 
an appeal for subscribing membership, contributions, and, in my 
capacity as manager of the book shop, I usually had to be the first 
one to do so. 

This was not in the book shop, but in 1947 I contributed to the Den- 
nis Defense Fund, the Dennis Defense Committee, which was in rela- 
tion to his citation for contempt from, I believe, this committee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Marvsow. While in the party I participated in the united May 
Day committee, which was responsible for seeing that the May Day 
parades in New York City were run off on time and on schedule. 
I was a member of the National Council of American-Soviet Friend- 
ship in New York City, the Committee for a Democratic Far-Eastern 
Policy, the American Committee for a Democratic Greece, the Ameri- 
can Committee for the Protection of the Foreign Born, the Committee 
to Free the Trenton Six, and the Labor Bazaar. That was a bazaar 
that they ran every year at St. Nicholas Arena in New York for 
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purposes of fund raising. The Council on African Affairs. The 
Youth Committee for the Reelection of Benjamin Davis, Jr. The 
Progressive Citizens of America. The Civil Rights Congress. The 
Freedom Theater, which was a theater group set up in New York City 
in 1949, composed of the cultural staff of Camp Unity, where they 
attempted to get out into the community and bring forth the messages 
at Camp Unity to the ome A of the community. It was on 
Seventy-second Street, near Second Avenue. 

Liberty Book Club. At one time I did some work selling some sub- 
scriptions for Liberty Book Club, both the summer camps and in New 
York City. That was a book club set up to compete with Book-Find 
Club, which refused, I believe, to publish a Howard Fast book. Their 
secretary up there is Tillie Goldway, the wife of Dave Goldway, of the 
Jefferson School, and who has been identified to me as a member of the 
Communist Party. She is also, I believe, a former New York City 
high-school teacher. 

The National Negro Labor Council. On that I was in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on the 27th of October 1951. I found out that the meeting was 
going to be held, a convention of the National Negro Council, and 
made arrangements with the Dayton Daily News to accredit me as a 
correspondent to that meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that in November 1951? 

Mr. Marvusow. October 27. The Daily News did accredit me, and 
IT went down to Cincinnati to cover the convention. I was admitted to 
the meeting hall by Yvonne Gregory, who was handling press rela- 
tions, and she said, “O. K.” I showed her my credentials, and I sat 
down at the press table. 

Along about 45 minutes later, it seems that some people from New 
York had recognized me. I believe one was Abner Berry, the Daily 
Worker correspondent at the meeting. And two men, one of them 
named Sam Parks, who was one of the regional vice presidents of 
that organization, approached me and asked me what I was doing 
there. I told them I was covering the meeting for'the Dayton Daily 
ree At that point, he says, “Are you a member of the Communist 

arty ?” 

I said, “Yes.” He said, “Did you win a Daily Worker subscrip- 
tion campaign in 1949?” 

I again said, “Yes.” He then asked if I had gone to Puerto Rico. 
I again said “Yes.” 

He said, “You were expelled from the party, as being an FBI 
agent, in July of this year.” 

I said I wasn’t an FBI agent. 

He said, “We say you are.” And I told him I wasn’t, and we 
argued that point for a few minutes, and finally he asked me to leave. 

I asked him if the free press would be able to cover the meeting. 
He said, “Yes; but not you.” 

I asked him if somebody else from the Dayton Daily News could 
come down and cover the meeting, and he said, “Yes, if I pass on 
them.” 

At that time he escorted me to the door and asked me to leave, saying, 
“Don’t come back here spying on us.” 

Since that time, the National Negro Labor Council in Ohio has 
grown. 
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>. r/raen Harold H. Velde returned to the room at this 
point. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Chairman, I will not go into that matter, 
the activities of the National Negro Labor Council, which met in 
October 1951, due to the fact that the witness is employed by a group 
in Ohio which is covering to some extent the same field that we are 
interested in. 

You have mentioned frequently during the course of your testimony 
that you had been connected with the Jefferson School Bookshop. 

Mr. Marusow. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us a little more in detail, please, how 
you became connected with it and the circumstances ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. It was in late April 1948 that I first became con- 
nected with the Jefferson School officially. Before that I had at- 
tended the Jefferson School and had taken a course on Marxism. 

Now, I met a fellow named Mel Brown, who worked at the Jefferson 
School Bookshop, and was a member of the Communist Party. He 
and I became fairly good friends, and along about Memorial Day, 
a week or so before then, in 1948, he asked me if I would like to 
work at the summer camp, at the bookshop; and I said “Yes.” 

He then went about arranging an appointment for me to see Dave 
Goldway, the director of the hash and it seemed I got along well 
with Dave Goldway, and he checked the party section that I was 
then in, which was Chelsea, and found out if I could be released. 
That was agreed upon. I went up to the Jefferson School camp, which 
that year was called Sherwood. 

Mr. Tavenner. And where was it located ? 

Mr. Marusow. Near Monticello, N. Y. 

The activities of the Jefferson School camp were along the very 
same lines as Camp Unity. They had a few lecturers up there, who 
were not the same ones who had been at Camp Unity the following 
summer. They were: 

Ben Pascoff, P-a-s-c-o-f-f, a former New York City school teacher, 
who was employed at the Jefferson School at the present time. 

By the way, these men were identified to me as members of the 
Communist Party. 

Howard Selsam, one of the directors of the Jefferson School, who 
teaches philosophy there now, and had been a philosophy teacher 
at Brooklyn College in New York. 

Dave Goldway, who is the executive director of the Jefferson School, 
who was a New York City school teacher. 

Sidney Finkelstein, F-i-n-k-e-l-s-t-e-i-n, who is an author and teaches 
at the Jefferson School. 

Morris Schappes, S-c-h-a-p-p-e-s, who was also formerly a teacher 
in one of the city schools or colleges. 

And Abner Berry, who is a Daily Worker columnist. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the first name? 

Mr. Marvusow. Abner. 

Mr. Vetpr. Is not Morris Schappes a writer for the Daily Worker, 
too? * 

Mr. Matusow. Yes; he is. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, in addition to your work with the Jefferson 
School Bookshop, you did attend the Jefferson School, did you not! 

Mr. Marusow. That’s right. 
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Mr. Tavenner. What was the year in which you attended? 

Mr. Marusow. 1948, 1949, and 1950. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, was that the Jefferson School of Social 
Science ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. That’s right, at 575 Sixth Avenue, in New York. 

Mr. Tavenner. The committee has a list taken from the winter 
1951 catalog of the Jefferson School of Social Science, of the officers 
and instructors at the school. This is the year after your attendance 
there. But I would like for you to examine the list and state which 
of the members of the faculty and officers are known to you to be 
members of the Communist Party or to have been members of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Marvusow. One was Herbert Aptheker, A-p-t-h-e-k-e-r. He is 
a teacher at the Jefferson School and has written a number of books. I 
believe one was published by Columbia University. I think at the 
time he was employed on the staff of Columbia. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you know that person to have been a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Marvsow. He identified himself to me as such. He is also one 
of the lecturers at the camp, and we had had discussions. In my 
capacity as manager of the book shop there, I had to know if he was 
or was not, in relation to literature. 

Abner Berry, who was mentioned as one of the lecturers, was with 
the Daily Worker. His wife, Rosalie Berry, was the registrar of 
the Jefferson School. 

Henry Black, who is the school librarian, was also identified to me 
as a Communist Party member. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean, “identified” to you? 

Mr. Marvsow. The question is that Dave Goldway, who is the 
director of the Jefferson School, and on the State educational com- 
mittee of the Communist Party in New York, identified a number of 
people to me at the school as members of the Communist Party for 
purposes of my work in the book shop, at the school, and at the sum- 
mer camp. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, in connection with your work at the school 
and at the summer camp, did your connection with these people indi- 
cate the correctness of the information that had been given you re- 
garding their Communist Party affiliation ? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct. They followed the line. They used 
it. They have written numerous articles, most of them have, on the 
subject, in the Communist Party publications, such as Public Affairs. 

Mr. Aptheker is one of the editors of the Communist Party maga- 
zine, Masses and Mainstream. 

Mr. Berry has been affiliated with the party through the Daily 
Worker. Rosalie Berry, his wife, has admitted to me being a Com- 
munist, and we have discussed the party line as it applies to the Jef- 
ferson School. 

Henry Black at one time gave me the names of a number of Com- 
munists whom I could depend upon in Los Angeles, but I never got 
there to use them, and he identified them himself, as a member of the 
Communist Party, to me. 

Mr. Tavenner. I mean, do not give me any information in Holly- 
wood unless you followed it up yourself and ascertained to your 
satisfaction that they were members of the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Matusow. Philip Bonofsky is a writer who has appeared 
numerous times in Masses and Mainstream and is a member of the 
cultural section of the Communist Party in New York. 

Carl Dorfman, D-o-r-f-m-a-n, I knew at party headquarters. He 
was William Z. Foster’s assistant and has collaborated with him on 
many articles and did most of Mr. Foster’s research in his books and 
articles. 

Sidney Finkelstein, I have mentioned before, as an author of Com- 
munist books, and he is still teaching at the Jefferson School. I was 
quite friendly with Mr. Finkelstein, spent some time at his house, and 
know him to be a member of the Communist Party, by his own ad- 
mission. 

Jack Foner was identified to me as a member of the Communist 
Party both at the Jefferson School, and as an employee of the fur- 
rier workers’ union. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell that name? 

Mr. Matusow. That is F-o-n-e-r. 

Aaron J. Goodelman, G-o-o-d-e-l-m-a-n: He is a sculptor and 

eaches a course in sculpturing at the Jefferson School. 

I took that course one time and had long discussions with Mr. 
Goodelman and know him to be a member of the party. I had seen 
him at party headquarters and at some party meetings. 

Herbert Kruckman, K-r-u-c-k-m-a-n, who was an art teacher at 
the Jefferson School. 

Vicki Lawrence is one of the women on the Communist Party 
Women’s Commission in New York State. 

Elizabeth Lawson, also a teacher at the Jefferson School, also on 
the women’s commission and the educational commission of the Com- 
munist Party in New York City. 

Harry Martel, M-a-r-t-e-l, formerly a teacher in New York, teaches 
philosophy at the Jefferson School, Marxist philosophy. 

Dolly Mason, M-a-s-o-n, she is one of the office staff at the Jefferson 
School. 

Allen Max was the city editor at the time, I believe, of the Daily 
Worker and teaches at the Jefferson School. 

Clara Ostrowsky, O-s-t-r-o-w-s-k-y. She was the assistant libra- 
rian of the Jefferson School and identified herself to me as a member 
of the Communist Party. 

Nettie Rubenstein, who ran for Congress on the American Labor 
Party ticket in 1949 in an off-year election, and I believe is principal 
of the Robert Louis Stevenson School in New York, a private school, 

was identified to me as a Communist Party member by Dave Goldway, 
and when she was at the summer camp, and as a lecturer. 

Morris Schappes, S-c-h-a-p-p-e-s, on the State educational commit- 
tee of the Communist Party. 

Samuel Sillen, S-i-l-l-e-n, who has written a few booklets published 
by International Publishers for the Communist Party, and I have seen 
on numerous occasions at Communist Party headquarters on Twelfth 
Street at party meetings. 

George Squier, S-q-u-i-e-r, who is a member of the State labor com- 
mittee in New York. He isa labor specialist at the Jefferson School; 
teaches courses in the history of the labor movement; and admitted 
being a Communist in his classes. He will say he is a member of the 
Communist Party. 
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I missed this name by mistake: Dashiell Hammett, the author, was 
identified to me as a member of the Communist Party and being on the 
staff. When I first got to the Jefferson School and was working 
there, I inquired about Mr. Hammett through both Dave Goldway, 
Howard Selsam, and other staff members of the school, who were 
working in a supervisory capacity and were responsible for getting 
the instructors for the school. And I was informed at that time by 
these supervisors or directors of this school that Dashiell Hammett 
was a member of the Communist Party. 

William Vila, V-i-l-a. William Vila is a member of the Labor 
Youth League and Communist Party in East Harlem, Puerto Rican 
concentration. I know that to be a fact, because I was serving in 
the temporary capacity of organizer in the club of which he is a 
member. 

Harry K. Wells—he never goes under the name of Harry; his alias, 
you might say, is Dan, Dan Wells. He is the person mentioned in 
relation to San Cristobal Valley Ranch, who taught philosophy at 
Columbia University and teaches philosophy at the Jefferson School. 

Doxey Wilkerson, who was district organizer at, I believe, the 
Maryland-Washington area of the Communist Party. That was 
through his own admission, at the pretrial hearings of the Communist 
leaders in 1948 and 1949. 

That is the list of names at the Jefferson School. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Matusow, you stated that you were a member at 
one time of the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. I 
hand you here a letterhead dated Febrary 21, 1950, which shows the 
names of the officers and the board of directors of the national council. 
Will you look at the names appearing there and identify those whom 
you personally knew to be members of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. Craig Vincent, V-i-n-c-e-n-t, the same Craig Vin- 
cent who is coowner and manager of the San Cristobal Valley Ranch 
in New Mexico. 

Jessica Smith. She had published a book on the Soviet Union in 
late 1949—or in early 1949; pardon me. And when that book was 
published, I was working in the Communist book shops and in- 
quired about whether or not Miss Smith was a member of the party, 
and did we warrant as much publicity and play to that book. 

If she was a party member, we would give publicity to the book and 
yromote the book. "And I was informed by Mr. Ben Bordofsky, who 
is with the Wholesale Book Corp. and on the State committee of the 
Communist Party in New York, that she was a Communist Party 
member, and to go all out for the book. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know her married name? 

Mr. Marusow. No; I don’t. I only heard that one name. 

Rev. John W. Darr, Jr., D-a-r-r, who I mentioned before in the 
capacity of a lecturer at the summer camp. And there again I in- 
quired as to his party affiliations in relation to the promotion of litera- 
ture on the subject. that he was going to speak on, and again found 
that he was a member of the party. I also knew Reverend Darr. I 
met him when he was at the camp, and he led me to believe at that time 
that he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Richard Morford, M-o-r-f-o-r-d, the executive director of the Na- 
tional Council of American-Soviet Friendship, is in the same light as 
Reverend Darr. I met him at Camp Unity, where he was lecturing 
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on the subject of Soviet-American friendship; and he was identified 
to me on the basis of my promotion, in literature, by an organizer or a 
State committee member in New York State, as a Communist Party 
member. 

Mr. Woop. Do you know if that is the same Richard Morford who 
was convicted of contempt of Congress here for refusing to give 
information concerning party matters / 

Mr. Marvsow. That was the same Richard Morford. He spoke 
twice, and the subject of one of his talks was the contempt citation 
which I believe this committee had gotten on him. 

And those are the only names I can identify. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a letterhead of the Committee for a 
Democratic Far Eastern Policy, dated January 1950. 

Will you look at the list of officers of the board, and of the board of 
directors, and identify those whom you knew to be members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Marusow. Rev. John W. Darr, Jr., whom we just mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. Board of directors. All] these names would be on 
the board of directors. 

Ben Gold, who at that time was the president of the furrier 
workers’ union and a former national committeeman of the Commu- 
nist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with his brother, Max 
Granich? 

Mr. Matusow. I don’t believe I was, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Proceed. 

Mr. Marvusow. James Durkin, D-u-r-k-i-n. Mr. Durkin was presi- 
dent of the UOPWA, United Office and Professional Workers Union. 
I was a member of that union, and on a number of occasions had oppor- 
tunity to see union officials at the Communist Party headquarters in 
New York. On one or more occasions I saw Mr. Durkin there. 

Also, through my contact with Communists in the VOPWA, whom 
I knew and who knew me as a Communist—we carried out assign- 
ments together—I was informed of the fact that James Durkin was 
a member of the party. It was after I inquired about his status, 
because I had seen him at party headquarters. 

Not on this list, but associated with the Committee for a Demo- 
cratic Far Eastern Policy, is James Nesi, N-e-s-i, who is a teacher 
at the Jefferson School. Mr. Nesi has done quite a bit of writing 
and research for the committee, and most of his activities outside 
of the Jefferson School were for the Committee for a Democratic 
Far Eastern Policy. And he had lectured at the Jefferson School 
camp on that subject, as well as at Camp Unity. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a letterhead of the Council on African 
Affairs, Inc., dated May 17, 1945. 

Will you look at the list of officers and council members and identify 
those whom you knew to be members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Matusow. On this list I find the name of W. A. Hunton. If 
that is the Alpheus Hunton who is now the director or vice chairman 
of the Council on African Affairs, I spoke to him on a number of 
occasions at Communist Party headquarters. 

Mr. Woop. Spell his name. 

Mr. Matusow. H-u-n-t-o-n. 
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Mr. Tavenner. And how do you spell that first name? 

Mr. Marusow. He goes under the name of Alpheus; I am not sure 
of the spelling, perhaps A-l-p-h-e-u-s. I had seen him at Communist 
Party National Headquarters, where he had been at closed party 
meetings in the Hank Forbes Auditorium and had been at the national 
headquarters on the ninth floor and local headquarters on the fifth 
floor on one occasion. 

Doxey A. Wilkerson, I previously mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Incidentally, he was identified in testimony before 
the committee with work in the area of Baltimore as a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Marvsow. Ferdinand C. Smith. He was formerly an officer 
in the National Maritime Union and a member of the Communist 
Party. I had seen him at meetings at the Communist Party National 
Headquarters and spoken to him there. I believe those are the only 
names on this list I can identify. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a letterhead of the Civil Rights Con- 
gress, dated August 28, 1950. Will you look at,a list of the officers 
and identify those whom you knew to be members of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Marvsow. Milton Wolff, national organizer, who I have 
reviously identified as having lectured at Camp Unity. Mr. Wolff 
iad lectured at Camp Unity and on numerous occasions had been 

at Communist Party national headquarters in relation to meetings, 
Communist meetings. 

William L. Patterson, the national executive secretary, was iden- 
tified to me as a member of the Communist Party on more than one 
occasion after his appearance at Communist Party national head- 
quarters. I isnuived of one or more State officials of the Commu- 
nist Party as to the relationship of Mr. Patterson to the party after 
his attendance at the headquarters on Twelfth Street. 

Mr. Dorie. Was he known to you to be a member of the bar? 

Mr. Marvusow. I don’t know whether he was a member of the 
bar. I knew he was active in the sense of many Communists and 
some of the cases the Communist Party had taken up. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you know whether or not it is the same Patter- 
son who is facing a contempt case, a citation by Congress, as a 
result of the action of the lobby investigating committee of this 
Congress last year? 

Mr. Marvusow. No; I don’t, sir. 

Charles Collins, who is an officer in the Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers Union in New York. I had seen Mr. Collins at meetings 
with party members in New York City, at county headquarters, in 
relation to the labor movement. During a specific strike, I had seen 
him at the Workers’ Bookshop picking up his party literature, as 
well as at Wholesale Book Corp. a few times. 

Dashiell Hammett, who I have mentioned in relation to the Jef- 
ferson School, and who was identified to me there as being a mem- 
ber of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the National Council of Ameri- 
can-Soviet Friendship, Inc., the Committee for a Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy, the Council on African Affairs, Inc., and the Civil 
Rights Congress, have all been cited as Communist-front organ- 
izations. 
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Now, Mr. Matusow, even though it may mean some repetition, 
I would like for you to give us a list now of the names, or give us 
the names, of all persons with whom you came into contact in your 
various experiences in the Communist Party, the American Youth 
for Democracy, People’s Songs, People’s Artists, Camp Unity, the 
Jefferson School of Social Science, the Jefferson Bookshop, and 
the Wholesale Book Corp., whom you knew to be members of the 
Communist Party. I have asked you to give considerable thought 
to that and to prepare a list of those names, and I believe it will 
serve a useful purpose if you proceed with the list as you prepared 
it, even though you may have mentioned the names of some of 
them heretofore. And in giving the committee this information, 
make it plain to the committee as to what the circumstances were 
that enabled you to identify these people as members of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Woop. In the interests of time, Mr. Counsel, will that be 
necessary in relation to a name he has already given us? 

Mr. Tavennen. If he is positive he has given us the name before, I 
see no real reason for his repeating it, unless he can enlarge on his 
means of identification. 

Mr. Marvsow. Norma Aaronson, A-a-r-o-n-s-0-n-, a regional vice 
resident of the United Office and Professional Workers’ Union, I 
elieve local 16. I had met her first at Camp Unity in 1947, where 

she was one of the members of the Communist Party who attempted to 

recruit me. I met her at Communist Party National Headquarters, 

where she had attended meetings of the party. She was also a guest 

- the Puerto Rican Communist Party in 1949, on a trip to Puerto 
ico. 

Carl Abrams, A-b-r-a-m-s, who was the director of the theater 
group at Camp Unity in the sumer of 1949. Mr. Abrams is a radio 
script writer by trade, and he was part of the Communist group at 
Camp Unity. 

Sidney Ballinger, B-a-l-l-i-n-g-e-r. He was manager of the Jef- 
ferson School Book Shop and my employer at some time, and I 
had direct contact with him at the Communist Party and Whole- 
sale Book Corp. 

Rose Baron, B-a-r-o-n. She is a charter member of the Communist 
Party and at present is manager of the Workers’ Book Shop at 48 
East Thirteenth Street in New York. She is a possessor of a medal 
from the Soviet Union which was awarded to her in the 1920’s for 
her work in the organization of International Labor Defense, and she 
is quite an old-time party member. She is one of three women in 
the world who received that medal. I believe Clara Zetkin of Ger- 
many received it, Miss Baron, and one of the leading French women 
Communists. She has been to Moscow on a number of occasions. 

Ted Bassett. Well, we mentioned Ted Bassett. I don’t know 
whether or not I said he was educational committee director of the 
Communist Party and had been working in Detroit, Mich., and in 
North Carolina in the function of party organizer. 

Ethel Beach, B-e-a-c-h. She is called “Sandy.” I met her at the 
Jefferson School Camp in 1948 and again in 1949 at Camp Unity. 
She was in charge of the placement bureau of the United Office and 
Professional Workers Union, or the union hiring hall; and on more 
than one occasion I had a chance to contact her under party directives 
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to see that I got a job in a certain UOPWA shop, and on more than 
one occasion I know where she had gotten party members into the 
various direct mail shops in New York City for the specific purpose 
of strengthening the union of an election was coming up, or if they 
thought it was a weak shop and would lose. There were many rea- 
sons for their doing that. 

Harold Bernz, B-e-r-n-z, a member of the People’s Songs group 
of the Communist Party. 

Bill or William Bradford, B-r-a-d-f-o-r-d. He worked at the Jef- 
ferson School Book Shop. He lives in Mount Vernon, N. Y., and 
is very active in the Communist Party in Mount Vernon, N. Y. I 
worked with him at the Jefferson School Bookshop, and we discussed 
party wd at the bookshop. 

Joe Bucholt, who is now the New York State organizer of the Labor 
Youth League. And I believe I mentioned his other positions, for- 
merly YCL and AYD, a Communist Party leader. 

Sue Buckingham, B-u-c-k-i-n-g-h-a-m. She was a member of the 
a mg Square Communist Youth Group of the Communist Party, 
of which I was a member. She was also very active in AYD work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me stop you a moment. I have not asked you 
any questions about your membership in the Tompkins Square Com- 
munist Youth Group. I think I should stop you now and ask you to 
tell us about that. 

Mr. Matusow. The Tompkins Square Club of the Communist Party 
I joined in September of 1949. I served in the capacity of literature 
director on the educational committee, and at one time was organiza- 
tional secretary of the club. 

I mentioned the club before as the club which had 9 active members, 
and between September 1948 and November 1948 we were able to re- 
cruit 25 young people from the YPA. 

This club was also very active in the lower East Side and Puerto 
Rican work. Just before my trip to Puerto Rico, the club held a dance 
one Saturday night, and in attendance were about 50 young Puerto 
Ricans over and above the party members, and Pete Seeger of the 
Weavers was the entertainment that night. 

Along about the middle of the evening, a speech was made by the 
Communist organizer down there, and he asked for people who would 
join the Communist Party. At that meeting, 35 young Puerto Ricans 
joined the Communist Party, and immediately formed a new club 
called Grito de Lares, L-a-r-e-s. 

Our work down there was very successful. We had the most suc- 
cessful youth clubs in the city. They also were responsible for the 
East Side Federation of Social Clubs, an organization which was set 
up by a group of Communists under the direction of the Tompkins 
Square Club. 

These people, three of them, had belonged to social clubs on the 
lower East Side, mostly catering to youth between the ages of 16 and 
25; and they had been members of these youth clubs before they had 
joined the party, and when they joined the party they maintained 
their memberships and contacts in the federation. The federation 
then set up and attempted to, and to a great extent did, exercise some 
influence over the legitimate social clubs in New York, which met in 
the lofts of many buildings or basements and held Saturday night 
dances. They exercised some influence to the extent of getting peti- 
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tions signed, letters and telegrams to the Congressmen or members of 
their State legislatures, in having demonstrations in relation to vet- 
erans’ housing a few years ago, or the question now probably of UMT, 
and quite frequently did recruit members of the social clubs into the 
Communist Party, through the influence of the East Side Federation. 

The ‘Tompkins ~~ Youth Club finally dissolved and became the 
— Square Labor Youth League Club, with the same mem- 

ership ? 

As for the members of that club, I will get to their names as I go 
through the list, if you would rather I would do that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, I believe that would be better. 

Mr. Marvsow. I believe the last name I used was Sue Buckingham. 
And since she was a member of the Tompkins Square Youth Club and 
of the American Youth for Democracy, when last I heard of her she 
was studying membership at the University of Chicago. 

Diez Callen, D-i-e-z C-a-l-l-e-n. A member not of the Tompkins 
Square Youth Club but of the student division of the Communist 
Party. I had attended meetings of the student division with him. 
He had been a member of the student division at Columbia University 
and helped in the organization of the Marxist study group at 
Columbia. 

Monnie Callen, M-o-n-n-i-e C-a-]l-l-e-n, his wife, a member of the 
Communist Party. I worked with her on many occasions in Puerto 
Rican concentration work in East Harlem, where she was one of the 
organizers of a party youth club there. 

Mario Casatta, M-a-r-i-o C-a-s-a-t-t-a, former editor of the Peo- 
ple’s Songs Bulletin and organizer of People’s Songs of Los Angeles, 
shared an apartment with me for a while, and we were fairly close, 
and he admitted freely his membership in the Communist Party. 

Adrian Claiborne, C-l-a-i-b-o-r-n-e, who was active in People’s 
Songs and Farmers’ Union work in the State of New Jersey. I 
attended party meetings with Adrian Claiborne, and I had seen her 
in the People’s Songs office. Her husband, Robert Claiborne—Bob 
Claiborne—was also a member of the People’s Songs group of the 
Communist Party. 

James Coleman, who worked at the Camp Unity Book Shop in 
the summer of 1949 with me. He also was one of the editors of a 
magazine called New Foundations. New Foundations is a student 
Marxist publication. Their editorial offices were at the Jefferson 
School, and it was published by this group and used as the official 
Communist Party student organ. 

Jesus Colon, C-o-l-o-n. He was one of the leaders of the Puerto 
Rican Commission of the Communist Party, and I attended a Puerto 
Rican Commission with him. He is also head of the Puerto Rican 
group of the International Workers’ Order, TWO. 

Roger Daniels, at one time chairman of the Tompkins Square Youth 
Club of the Communist Party. I believe he is now residing in San 
Francisco, Calif. 

Bernice Diskin, D-i-s-k-i-n, wife of Lou Diskin, New York State 
director of the Communist youth movement. I had attended Com- 
munist Party meetings with her. She is also one of the people who 
= to Budapest, Hungary, in 1949 to attend the youth meeting 
there. 
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Louis Drucker, D-r-u-c-k-e-r, a member of the Communist Party 
and a full-time employee of Wholesale Book Corp. 

Laura Duncan, D-u-n-c-a-n, a member of the People’s Songs group 
of oA yas at Party, also attended party meetings at Camp Unity 
in J 

Sam Engler, E-n-g-l-e-r, member of the State educational committee 
of the Communist Party, the State educational director of the Labor 
Youth League, and served in that function for the Communist Party 
youth movement. 

Seymour Finkel, member of the Tompkins Square up of the 
Communist Party, and on assignment to the Tompkins Square Club, 
he was to become the chairman of the Tompkins Square Young Pro- 
gressives of America, under direction of the party. 

Enid Fogel, F-o-g-e-l, a member of the New York County and State 
committee of the Labor Youth League and the Communist Party youth 
section before the inception of the Labor Youth League, formerly 
a full-time member of the Communist Party of New York County. 
Her husband, Robert Fogel, was the student-division organizer for 
the Communist Party of New York City and the student-division 
organizer of the Labor Youth League in New York State. He at- 
tended Cornell University and was a member of the Communist Party 
on that campus and had lectured at the Labor Youth League in 1949. 

Jean Fox, corresponding secretary for People’s Songs, member of 
the music section of the Communist Party and People’s Songs Club. 
Her husband, Kenneth Fox, not an employee of People’s Songs but a 
very active member in the group and a member of the People’s Songs 
group of the Communist Party. 

Mort Freeman, F-r-e-e-m-a-n. Freeman is a member of the cul- 
tural division of the Communist Party, music section, also active in 
People’s Songs and People’s Artists; was a full-time employee of 
Camp Unity in 1947. 

Lillian Gates, the wife of John Gates, the former editor of the Daily 
Worker, one of the convicted 11 Communist leaders, a member of the 
New York State Women’s Commission and, I believe, the National 
Women’s Commission of the Communist Party. She was also a lec- 
turer at Camp Unity in the summer of 1949. 

Harry Gay, G-a-y, was the West Side regional organizer of the 
Labor Youth League, a former member of the Tompkins Square 
Youth Club of the Communist Party, and served in a county and State 
capacity in the Communist Party youth movement. 

Jackie Gibson, G-i-b-s-o-n, a former member of People’s Songs, 
current member of People’s Artists, a member of the Communist 
Party, and a full-time employee of the Communist Party in the de- 
fense office of the 11 Communist leaders. She is no longer residing in 
New York. 

Vicki Gottlieb, G-o-t-t-l-i-e-b, a member of the Tompkins Square 
Communist Youth Club of the Communist Party, and an employee of 
Camp Unity in the summer of 1949. 

Adolph Green, G-r-e-e-n, member of the Communist Party, and 


People’s Songs, was the director of People’s Artists booking agency 
for a short period of time; was very active in Wallace Caravans. 
Jack Greenspan, G-r-e-e-n-s-p-a-n, an organizer for the United 
Office and Professional Workers Union. I had been introduced to 
him as a member of the Communist Party when I was to get a job 
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in one of the shops where he was an organizer. We sat down to discuss 
party tactics in that shop. His wife, whose first name I don’t recall, is 
also a member of the party, and he introduced her to me as such. She 
was at one time a full-time employee of the Transport Workers’ Union, 
but when Mr. Quill broke with the group that was in UOPWA on their 
stand, the VOPWA members were no top’ employed at the Trans- 
port Workers Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you mean Michael Quill? 

Mr. Marusow. Michael Quill, former New York City councilman. 

Woody Guthrie, G-u-t-h-r-i-e, the author of So Long, It’s Been Good 
To Know You, a “pop” ballad. He was a member of the cultural 
division of the Communist Party, and he had also been a member of 
the Brighton section of the party in Brooklyn. 

Liz Halpern, H-a-l-p-e-r-n, member of the Tompkins Square Youth 
Club of the Communist Party. 

Betty Haufricht, H-a-u-f-r-i-c-h-t. She was the upper West Side 
regional organizer of the Communist Party in New York County. I 
knew that because I was handling the switchboard at the Communist 
Party county office and at times had to disseminate party information 
to us that came down from the county organizer. 

Her husband, Herbert Haufricht, is also a member of the Com- 
munist Party. He is a member of the party in its cultural division. 
He was the conductor of the American People’s Chorus, which has, I 
think, since changed their name. He is also one of the editors of a 
bulletin called Sing Out, published by People’s Artists, and a member 
of People’s Artists and People’s Songs group of the party. 

James Hutchinson, H-u-t-c-h-i-n-s-o-n, a part-time conductor of 
this same American People’s Chorus. They do have more than one 
conductor. He is a fox of the cultural divsion of the Communist 
Party and active in People’s Songs and the party branch in People’s 
Songs, also an instructor in the Jefferson School of Social Science. 

Richard Treland, I-r-e-l-a-n-d, member of the Tompkins Square 
Youth Club of the Communist Party and the Young Progressives of 
America. 

Leonard Jacobson, J-a-c-o-b-s-o-n, member of the Communist Party 
and People’s Songs, at one time was director of the booking agency, 
People’s Artists. When he was fired from his job as director of Peo- 
ple’s Artists, he went directly to the cultural division of the Com- 
munist Party in New York State and tried to get them to reinstate him 
to the job of booking agent for People’s Artists, but they wouldn't do 
it. They said it wouldn't look right if the party put pressure on them, 
although it could. 

Joe Jaffe, J-a-f-f-e, a member of the American Folksay group, Peo- 
ple’s Songs, People’s Artists. He was one of the leaders in the City 
College student strike in 1949. I believe he was going to school there at 
the time. He worked at Camp Unity in 1949. 

(Representative Clyde Doyle left the hearing room at this point. ) 

Mr. Taverner. What do I understand about his Communist Party 
membership ? 

Mr. Marusow. He was a member of the Communist Party group at 
Camp Unity in 1949, when he worked there. 

Oscar James, J-a-m-e-s, who worked full time at the Workers’ Book 
Shop in New York is now, or was, a full-time Communist Party organ- 
izer in the Borough of Queens, to do industrial concentration work. 








3314 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES AMONG YOUTH GROUPS 


Before that he was the party organized in upper Harlem in New York 
County, and I worked with him at the Workers’ Book Shop. 

Jerry Jaroslow, J-a-r-o-s-l-o-w, worked at Camp Unity and was 
identified to me there as a member of the Communist Party, as well as 
at People’s Songs and People’s Artists, where he has been connected. 

Clint Jenks, J-e-n-k-s, regional organizer for the Mine, Mill, and 
Smelter Workers Union, now conducting a strike at Silver City, N. 
Mex. I met him at San Cristobal Valley Ranch, where he lectured 
on communism and its relation to the trade-union movement, and in 
private discussion with him he admitted membership in the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Verne. Is he still with the United Mine, Mill and Smelter 
Workers’ Union? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Vetper. And is he active in this strike in New Mexico? 

Mr. Marvusow. When I met him, he was working out of Silver City, 
N. Mex., and I know now there is a strike that has been running for 
9 months at Silver City Copper Mines. He was active in the Rocky 
Mountain area, where a few months ago, they had a strike of all copper 
mines in the country. He is one of the paid functionaries of that 
union, and to the best of my knowledge, still holds that position. 

Mr. Tavenner. And asa result of that strike, the United States had 
to go in upon its stockpiles of copper to an extent greater than is pro- 
duced by the entire middle European countries in a year. 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right. Jenks also talked about his affiliation 
with the miners union in Mexico, which has openly been identified as a 
Communist union. Their leaders have been identified as Communists. 
In fact, he wore at the time a button in the lapel denoting membership 
in that Mexican Miners Union and told of the fraternal relationship 
bet ween them. 

Mr. Vetpe. The United Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers’ Union is 
no longer an affiliate of the CIO; is it? 

Mr. Marusow. That is correct. They were one of the unions ex- 
pelled from the CIO. 

Harry Kelber, K-e-l-b-e-r. He is the head of the Communist 
Party group within the American Newspaper Guild, local 3. Now, 
they don’t control the American Newspaper Guild. It is just that 
there are Communists in that union who are working to try and vote 
out of power or get out of power by any means they can the present 
anti-Communist administration. Mr. Kelber, I believe, works for 
Labor Press—I will retract that. It was not Labor Press. It was, 
I think, Trade Union Service. And he is head of the Communist 
Party caucus there. 

Terry Kramer, K-r-a-m-e-r. She was a full-time employee of 
People’s Songs in 1947 and partly 1948. She was very active in the 
American Folksay group, a in the AYD and in People’s Artists, 
and I had seen her at Communist Party meetings, where she was a 
member of the Folksay Group and that club in the Communist Party. 

Sam Landauer, L-a-n-d-a-u-e-r, a member of the Communist Party 
group in the American Newspaper Guild, local 3, in New York. 

York Lee or Lee York—that is a Chinese name, and I am not sure 
which goes first. Everybody just called him Lee or York. He was 
born in China and grew up there. When he was 11 or 12 years old, he 
joined the Chinese Communist Party. 
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Now, he was a member of the Tompkins Square Club of the Com- 
munist Party and at one time was club organizer. He relates the 
story that he joined the American Army some time during the last 
war. It was never too clear in his mind or mine as to how he got into 
the American Army, but he did, and he now resides here and says he 
has gotten his citizenship on the basis of that, but admits freely he 
was a member of the Chinese Communist Party. He was only 11 years 
old at the time, but I believe the present situation will show that they 
do have members of that age. 

Laura Lefkowitz, a member of the Tompkins Square Club, the 
Tompkins Square Communist Youth Club, of the Communist Party. 
Her hiamband, Lefty or Irving Lefkowitz, was a member of the Tomp- 
kins Square Communist Youth Club, a member of the Communist 
Party, was active in American Youth for Democracy, and was also 
a member of the State committee of the Young Progressives of 
America. At Camp Unity in 1947, he was one of the liaisons between 
the Young Progressives of America and the Labor Youth League, in 
the switch. The last I heard from him, he was working to establish 
a Labor Youth League group within the United Office and Profes- 
sional Workers Union. 

Bob Leibowitz, L-e-i-b-o-w-i-t-z, a member of the American Youth 
for Democracy at City College in New York, one of the contributing 
editors to the People’s Songs Bulletin, and a member of the Com- 
munist Party. I had seen him at closed party meetings held in New 
York City. 

Bernie Lippman, L-i-p-p-m-a-n, a member of the A YD, Club Roose- 
velt, Bronx, New York, and of the Joe York Youth Club of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Benna Litch, L-i-t-c-h, member of the Joe York Youth Club of the 
Communist Party and Club Roosevelt of the American Youth for 
Democracy. 

Walter Lowenfeld, L-o-w-e-n-f-e-l-d. He was the editor of the east- 
ern Pennsylvania, or Philadelphia edition of the Sunday Worker. I 
met him at People’s Songs and again at a Communist Party meeting 
in Philadelphia in 1949. 

Toni Maggusu, M-a-g-g-u-s-u, at one time director of the People’s 
Artists booking agency and member of the Greenwich Village section 
of the Communist Party. 

Browning McGhee, M-c-G-h-e-e, member of People’s Songs and a 
member of the Communist Party in their music section in Harlem. 

Harry McIntyre. He was recruited into the Communist Party by 
Art Saha, S-a-h-a, and Diez Callen, C-a-I-l-e-n, while attending Co- 
lumbia University. He is a former officer in the Air Force. That 
was during World War II. He is now, or was when I last saw him, 
a member of the Greenwich Village youth club of the Communist 
Party. He is the son of the former president of Little, Brown Pub- 
lishers. His father has since died, and I don’t know whether or not 
he got in the will the controlling interest in Little, Brown, but he did 
have membership in the Communist Party, and, through influence 
of his father, who was then president of Little, Brown, I believe he 
got a job at the Macmillan Publishing House in New York. 

Otis McRay, M-c-R-a-y, was a member of the party group at Camp 
Unity and was also one of the leading organizers in the student divi- 
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sion of the Communist Party in New York, and I attended meetings 
with him. His wife, Phyllis McRay, also of Camp Unity, and also the 
student division of the Communist Party. 

Helen Mooney, M-o-o-n-e-y. She is the sister of Irwin Silber, S-i-1- 
b-e-r, of People’s Songs. She was a member of the Tompkins Square 
Club of the Communist Party. 

Jim Nesi, N-e-s-i, of the Jefferson School—I believe his name came 
up in relation to the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy. 
His wife, Ruth Nesi, who was a manager of the Jefferson Book Shop is 
sister of Jean Fox, who I have mentioned in connection with People’s 
Songs. Miss Nesi was also a member of the Communist Party and 
worked directly for Wholesale Book Corp. and the Jefferson School. 


Raoul Nessolroth, N-e-s-s-o-l-r-o-t-h, had been a member of Club 


Roosevelt of the AYD, and the Joe York Youth Club of the Commu- 
nist Party; also the Communist Party student club at New York Uni- 
versity. He had been a full-time employee of the Communist Party ; 
where he worked at the county headquarters in the evenings. His wife, 
Vicky Nessolroth, was also a member of the Communist Party student 
division at New York University. 

Bob Newirth, N-e-w-i-r-t-h. He was a member of Club Roosevelt of 
AYD and the Communist Party Joe York Youth Club. He then went 
out to the University of Chicago and joined the Communist Party 
club there. 

Winifred Norman, who was once one of the officers in the AYD, an 
officer in local 16 of the United Office and Professional Workers Union, 
and an admitted member of the Communist Party. She was one of 
those who tried to recruit me in 1947, 

Tom Paley, P-a-l-e-y, a member of the American Folksay group, a 
member of the youth section of the Communist Party in that American 
Folksay group and one of the very active people in People’s Songs. 

Ernie Parent, P-a-r-e-n-t, was at one time the organizer for the Com- 
munist Party in the youth movement in New York County. He was 
then relieved of that position and took on the responsibility of the 
Eighteenth Congressional District, to try and build the party organi- 
zation in an attempt to reinsure the election of former Congressman 
Vito Marcantonio. They felt that Parent was an organizer who had 
done a good job in the youth movement, and because of his youth con- 
tacts and youth techniques, he was sent into the Eighteenth Congress- 
ional District to do a job for the party. He worked very closely, by 
the way, with the American Labor Party there. 

Janice Peladori, P-e-l-a-d-o-r-i, a member of the Wallace Caravan 
group and the People’s Songs group in the Communist Party. 

Her husband, Neal Peladori, was once the booking agent for Peo- 
ple’s Artists and in the Communist Party group there. 

Carrie Perry, C-a-r-r-i-e P-e-r-r-y, was a full-time employee of the 
New York County Communist Party, also a member of the national 
committee of the Labor Youth League and a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Carol Phiffer, C-a-r-o-l1 P-h-i-f-f-e-r, a member of Club Roosevelt, 
of the American Youth for Democracy, and the Joe York Youth Club 
of the Communist Party. 

Furman Phillips, F-u-r-m-a-n P-h-i-l-l-i-p-s, a member of the 
cultural division of the Communist Party, the party group at Camp 
Unity in 1949, and again the party group vata within Freedom 
Theater in 1949, 
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Herb Plever, P-l-e-v-e-r, joined the Communist Party at New York 
University in 1949, was very active in the American Youth for Democ- 
racy prior to that, and in the Young Progressives of America, as well 
as People’s Songs and now People’s Artists. 

Mr. Apreiy. Did he get in the party as late as 1949, or was it late 
1948? 

Mr. Matusow. No, 1949. After the election. He was recruited 
through the YPA group. 

Irene Rheinfeld, R-h-e-i-n-f-e-l-d, who was a member of the Tomp- 
kins Square Youth Club of the Communist Party. Her husband, 
Milton Rheinfeld, was known as Meshie, M-e-s-h-i-e. Both were 
members of the Tompkins Square Communist Youth Club, the YPA, 
and AYD. Her husband afterward became Communist organizer for 
the youth group of the East Side of New York and was one of those 
actively working in the East Side Federation of Social Clubs. 

Ann Rivington, member of the Communist Party in New York, 
worked on the Harlem edition of the Sunday Worker, and at one time 
was secretary of an organization called Contemporary Writers, was 
their only full-time employee. 

Marian Robeson, wife of Paul Robeson, Jr., worked at the book shop 
at Camp Unity in 1949 and got that job because of her membership in 
the Communist Party. She was also active in the Communist Party 
group at Camp Unity. She had been a member of the student division 
of the Communist Party, as was Paul Robeson, Jr., at Camp Unity, and 
had been in the student division while attending Cornell University. 

Helen Rodriguez, R-o-d-r-i-g-u-e-z, a member of the Puerto Rican 
commission of the Communist Party, a member of the state committee 
of the Labor Youth League in the Communist Party, in relation to 
Puerto Rican affairs, was one of the students expelled from the Uni- 
versity of Puerto Rico in the strikes in 1948. 

Johnny Krushenick, K-r-u-s-h-e-n-i-c-k, known as Johnny Rush, 
member of the American Folksay group, on the editorial group of 
People’s Songs, and a member of the Communist Party cultural civi- 
sion, relating to the youth movement. I had seen him at meetings of 
the Communist Party youth group in Manhattan and Bronx, both. 

Joe Sacco, S-a-c-c-o, was employed at Grey Advertising Agency in 
1949, was very active in the attempt to organize that advertising 
agency under the banner of United Office and Professional Workers 
Union. I had been to his home and had later seen him at the Jefferson 
School, where he attended classes, and from personal contact with him, 
in the union and in the Jefferson School, he admitted party member- 
ship to me. 

His wife, Nola Sacco, who is active in the union and at the Jeffer- 
son School, also was in the Jefferson Theater group and the People’s 
Artists and People’s Songs. She also admitted to me being a member 
of the Communist Party. 

Art Saha, S-a-h-a, was a member of the Communist Party, one-time 
chairman of the Tompkins Square Communist Youth Club. 

Sonia Schappes, S-c-h-a-p-p-e-s, wife of Morris U. Sch&ippes, previ- 
ously identified as a party member. She is the manager of Book Fair, 
a Communist book pa Book Fair is located in the theatrical dis- 
trict in New York on Forty-fourth Street, and all their literature is 
geared to the Communists in the cultural movement. 
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Bob Schlanger, S-c-h-l-a-n-g-e-r, was very active in the Wallace 
Caravans in western Pennsylvania and eastern Ohio and West Vir- 
ginia, was a member of the Tompkins Square Youth Club of the Com- 
munist Party. He is the brother of Betty Sanders, who I previously 
mentioned in relation to People’s Songs and People’s Artists. 

Hy Schwendinger, S-c-h-w-e-n-d-i-n-g-e-r, an organizer for the 
American Folksay Group, on the editorial board of People’s Songs, 
and a member of the cultural division of the Communist Party. I had 
seen him at Communist Party youth meetings in New York. 

Joe Selterman, S-e-]-t-e-r-m-a-n, a member of the Tompkins Square 
section of the Communist Party. I had attended party meetings with 
him there. He is also chairman of the Third Assembly District, South 
Club of the American Labor Party, is very active in ALP politics, 
getting his instructions from the Communist Party. 

Gloria Siegel, S-i-e-g-e-l, a former organizer of the Tompkins 
Square YPA Club and a member of the Tompkins Square Communist 
Party Club, 

Jane Speed, I believe, was mentioned before, the wife of Casear 
Andreau Ingles, the director of the Puerto Rican Communist Party. 

Sam Steinberg, S-t-e-i-n-b-e-r-g, a member of the Tompkins —- 
Club of the Communist Party, as well as the YPA. He also func- 
tioned as a member of the East Side Federation of Social Clubs. 

Herb Suffrin, S-u-f-f-r-i-n, worked at Camp Unity in 1949, did 
appear on a number of television shows after that in New York, was a 
member of the Communist Party group at Camp Unity. 

Lester Talkington, T-a-l-k-i-n-g-t-o-n, was president of the Adver- 
tisers Guild. I believe it was number 21, ULPA. I sat at party 
meetings with him in relation to the Advertisers Guild. 

Joe Tarrentola, T-a-r-r-e-n-t-o-l-a, member of the Communist 
Party in New York County, the section organizer for the Eighteenth 
Congressional District in relation to youth work. His wife, Selma 
Tarrentola, who was on the State committee of the Labor Youth 
League in New York State, served as membership director. 

Everett Thomas, known as Teak, one-time editor of the American 
Youth for Democracy publication, Youth, Harlem organizer for the 
Communist Party, youth section, and later organizer for the Harlem 
Labor Youth League. 

Artie Torg, member of the Communist Party, and very active in 
Wallace Caravans, a member of the Communist Party group at Camp 
Unity, and very close and active in the People’s Songs and People’s 
Artists groups. 

Tito Trijillo, T-r-i-j-i-l-l-o, the head of the American National 
Mexican Association, a Communist Party front controlled by the 
Communist Party. This organization is active in Taos, N. Mex. He 
had attended the meetings of the national convention of that group 
and had expressed his desire to join the Communist Party to me, when 
I was in New Mexico, though at that time he had not jomed. He did 
express a desire to do so. 

Tzvia Tuyetsky, T-z-v-i-a T-u-r-e-t-s-k-y, a member of the Tomp- 
kins Square Youth Club of the Communist Party. later transferred 
to the students club. I believe she was recruited when she was still in 
high schools in New York, as was her husband, Murray Turetsky, now 
in the student division of the Communist Party. I believe he was 
attending the College of the City of New York. 
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Jack Walkenstein, W-a-1l-k-e-n-s-t-e-i-n. He was at one time chair- 
man of the Tompkins Square Youth Club of the Communist Party 
in New York. 

Roosevelt Ward, Jr., was the Harlem organizer and, I believe, later 
on the New York State staff of the Labor Youth League of the Com- 
munist Party, since convicted of draft evasion in, I believe, Louisiana. 

Johnnie Weinstock, W-e-i-n-s-t-o-c-k, member of the Communist 
Party at Camp Unity, and a member of the Labor Youth League in 
New York. 

Irene Wheeler, member of the Communist Party. I had attended 
meetings with her at Communist Party headquarters, closed meetings. 
She had attended the Prague Youth Festival in 1947 under the auspices 
of the American Youth for Democracy. She later became a staff 
member of the New York State Young Progressives of America as 
well as a member of their national committee. 

Mel Williamson, W-i-]-l-i-a-m-s-o-n, originally from Chicago, a 
leader in the Chicago Communist Youth movement, who came to New 
York to serve as organizational secretary of the Labor Youth League. 

Leon Winston was a teacher in New York City high schools, who 
was one of my teachers when I attended high school, who admitted 
to me in 1947, when I had approached him to donate funds to the 
American Youth for Democracy, which he was favorable to, that he 
was a member of the Communist Party and committed elsewhere and 
could not donate funds to the AYD. 

Leon Wofsy was national chairman of the Communist youth move- 
ment and is now or was national chairman of the Labor Youth League. 

Bob Wolfe, W-o-1-f-e, originally of Albuquerque, N. Mex., and later 
of New York, a songwriter and executive secretary of People’ s Artists. 
He was the one responsible for booking the concert, the Paul Robe- 
son concert, at Peekskill, in 1949, and was in charge of it, a member 
the People’s Songs group of the Communist Party in the cultural 
division of the Communist Party. 

Hallie Wood—that is her professional name; her full name is Hallie 
H-a-l-l-i-e, Wood Gordon. Her husband is an organizer for district 
65. Iam not sure of the correct nomenclature of the union now. 
They have since merged with a few of them after the expulsion from 
the CIO. She was a member of the Bronx branch of People’s Songs 
and a member of the Communist Party in the Bronx, and also attended 
meetings of the Communist Party group at People’s Songs. 

Randy Wood, formerly a member of the Tompkins Square roup 
of the Communist Party, has either since been expelled or transferred 
from that club. He was also very active with People’s Songs and 
People’s Artists, attended classes at the Jefferson School, and I be- 
lieve works for Columbia Records in New York City now. His wife, 
Inez Wood, who was also a member of the Tom he Square Youth 
Club of the Communist Party, a full-time pit oyee of district 65, 
Distributive Workers Union, I believe it is now, at 13 Astor Place. 

And I believe that completes the list as we have it here. 

Mr. Woop. I think we will have to suspend here, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. We will have to ask the witness to return tomorrow 
morning at 10: 30, until which time the committee will stand in recess. 

(Whereupon, at 4:45 p. m., the hearing was recessed until 10:30 
a. m., Thursday, February 7, 1952.) 
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COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES AMONGLYOUTH GROUPS 
BASED ON TESTIMONY OF HARVEY M. MATUSOW 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1952 


Unrrep States House or Representatives, 
CoMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D. C. 
Pusiic Hearine 


The Committee on Un-American Activities met, pursuant to recess. 
at 10:55 a. m., in room 226, Old House Office Building, Hon. John 
S. Wood (chairman) presiding. 

Committee members present: Representatives John S. Wood, Clyde 
Doyle, James B. Frazier, Jr.. Harold H. Velde, and Bernard W. 
Kearney. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Donald 
T. Appel, investigator; John W. Carrington, clerk; and A. S. Poore, 
editor. 

Mr. Woop. The committee will come to order. 

Let the record show that not only the subcommittee is present but 
a quorum of the full committee is present, consisting of Messrs. Doyle, 
Frazier, Velde, Kearney, and myself. 

You may proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Matusow was on the stand at 
the close of the session yesterday. I had completed my examination. 

As I understand it, members of the committee will proceed at this 


point. 
Mr. Woop. Yes. I will yield to Mr. Doyle. 


TESTIMONY OF HARVEY M. MATUSOW—Resumed 


Mr. Doyiz. Mr. Matusow, I have not had the pleasure or the benefit 
of discussing the subject matter of your experiences with you prior 
to these several questions I am asking you. I did enjoy your testimony 
yesterday up until about 4: 30 yesterday afternoon. 

But I am perhaps especially interested in the angle of your ex- 
periences a conclusions because you have been intimately a part 
of the communistic program as regards the youth of America. 

I will try to direct most of my questions to that particular phase. 

If it is not too personal, may I ask you how old you now are? 

Mr. Matusow. Twenty-six. 

Mr. Dorie. And how old were you when you first went into the 
Communist Party of America? 

Mr. Marusow. Twenty years old. 

Mr. Doyte. And how old were you when you withdrew from it? 

Mr. Matusow. Twenty-five. 
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Mr. Dorie. Then you have now been out about a year? 

Mr. Matusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Are you familar with the book A Hundred Things You 
Should Know About Communism, as published by this committee? 

Mr. Marvusow. I am, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. What is your appraisal of it as a matter of whether or 
not it is instructive and a valuable contribution to the American public 
in the area which it covers, or not? 

In other words, I am asking you for an opinion as to whether or not 
this sort of a publication is of real value. 

Mr. Marvsow. I might answer that, sir, by saying that right now 
in the State of Ohio, when I contact certain le in industry and 
schools in relation to my work with the Ohio Un-American Activities 
Commission, I recommend reading that and other publications of this 
committee, and in many cases I find that those people have already 
gotten the very publication which you have referred to, and do use it 
quite frequently. 

Mr. Doyze. Then, following my question and your answer, would it 
be your opinion that the distribution of this sort of an explanation of 
what communism is constitutes a valuable contribution to the Ameri- 
can public in the fight of the American Government against com- 
munism ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. What is your opinion as to the Guide to Subversive 
Organizations publication, with which no doubt you are also familiar? 

Mr. Marvusow. There, again, I find that it has been used quite 
extensively. I have used it and people I have come in contact with do 
use it. 

Mr. Dorie. No doubt you are familiar with Public Law 601 of the 
Seventy-ninth Congress, which is the statutory law under which this 
committee, which you favored with your appearance, operates? 

I want to read just one paragraph to refresh your memory, 
preliminary to two or three questions about it. I will quote: 

The Committee on Un-American Activities as a whole, or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, charac- 
ter and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States; (2) 
the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propaganda 
that is instigated from foreign countries or of domestic origin, and which attacks 


the principles of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution; 
and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any 


necessary remedial legislation. 

There are two other paragraphs which, for the purpose of my 
question, are not pertinent. 

Are you familiar with the standing of the present legislation as 
regards the Communist Party? Do you feel you are familiar with it? 

Mr. Marvsow. Is that the bill that requires members of the Com- 
munist Party and organizations—— 

Mr. Dore. That is one of them. 

Mr. Marvusow. To register ? 

Mr. Dorie. Let me ask you this way, because I do not know that 
any of us are too familiar with all of the legislation that stands: 

But have you any suggestion for the benefit of this committee in our 
obligation to report to Congress any remedial legislation? Is there 
anything that you have in mind in addition to, or different from, what 
is presently on the statute books? 
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For instance, when I ask that question, generally speaking, the one 
subject which former Communists have in mind in answer is whether 
or not the Communist Party should be outlawed in the United States. 

Have you any opinion on that subject? If you have an opinion, 
would you give me your reasons supporting it? 

Mr. Marvusow. I have found in the past and from the work of this 
committee, when I was in the Communist Party, that the most effective 
job in immobilizing Communist activities is by a means of exposing, 
and take by that quarantining members of the Communist Party. 

Their effectiveness and usefulness no longer is important to the 

arty. They cannot go anywhere where they are not known as mem- 

rs of the Communist Party. People know them as such and, as I 
say, they cannot subtly indoctrinate young people or other people in 
industry. 

They cannot, in many cases, use political issues to call wildcat strikes. 

When these people are immobilized, as I say, they are quarantined. 

The question of outlawing the Communist Party will not do any- 
thing but push them down, say a little deeper underground. I believe 
very firmly that the party does not have a place in the American way 
of life. and I come to that conclusion because it does not stand for 
what we adhere to in this country. 

They are out to take away all of our freedoms and use our freedoms 
and our democracy to get to these— 

Well, just to cite an example of the Soviet Union and what they do 
there, there is that lack of freedom of speech and freedom of press. 

I wasn’t expecting the question. I am still trying to formulate it 
in my mind. 

The actual question of outlawing the party, I don’t think, is of im- 
portance. Passing legislation to forbid Communists to hold certain 
positions in Government is good and very effective. 

The question of Communists in certain basic industry has not been 
taken up in too much detail. There are still many Communists in 
industry and key industry. 

Mr. Dorie. Do you mean that we ought to consider passing a law 
that a member of the Communist Party could not occupy certain 
strategic positions in American industry because he is a Communist? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct, sir. 

Now, I point out the example of the strike in the Rocky Mountain 
area of the copper workers. The union which called that strike was 
the Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers Union, a union which was ex- 
pelled from the C1O for being Communist dominated. 

Therefore, at a time when we are trying to increase our production 
to meet the needs of the armed services, the “police action in Korea,” 
we know that our production is falling down. 

The Chiefs of Staff of the armed services have admitted that. 

But yet a key industry such as the copper mining industry was shut 
down for a period of time by a Communist-led union. 

Mr. Dorie. But do you mean that we arefo conclude that because 
a man or woman is a Communist, that they would, if in a strategic 
position in industry, be a party to stopping production or slowing 
down production ¢ 

Mr. Marvusow. They do that, sir. 

And I point out a typical example of how a Communist might. We 
will take a key industrial situation, a key plant in any industry, in 








3324 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES AMONG YOUTH GROUPS 


any city. Now, this section might have 200 workers. It might have 
200 workers, and a single Communist can get a job in that plant, and 
they might be making important parts for guns or tanks, or some 
key piece of equipment that, if that were slowed up, the whole opera- 
— would be slowed up for that over-all piece of equipment for the 
military. 

Now, he gets into that shop, and there are 200 workers. Within 1 
day he would be able to tell who the 15 or 20 discontented workers 
are, the guys who just have a gripe against everything. They are just 
unhappy about the whole situation, and they are not Communists in 
~ way, but they are unhappy individuals. 

‘ou find them anywhere. A good Communist organizer, and most 
Communists I have run into are good organizers, can get into that 
plant and within 2 weeks’ time have those 15 or 20 men on his side, 
not knowing that he is a Communist. 

He has then 15 or 20 men working on the question of aes down 
a That has been used many times, and it is still being 
used. 

Mr. Doyte. I know, sir, but am I to assume that because a man is 
a member of the Communist Party and is in a strategic position in 
American industry, that he is going to be a party to doing delib- 
erately what you said could be done? 

Mr. Matusow. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Why should I assume that? 

Mr. Marusow. amie of past record. 

In 1940, before the Soviet Union and Germany went to war against 
one another, the Communist Party in its American Peace Mobilization 
had set up, and I believe it is in testimony that was given before this 
committee by John and Martha Edmiston in 1950, the Power Valve 
strike in Cincinnati. 

There is the question of the—I forget the name of the plant, but it 
is recorded testimony before this committee, where the Communist 
Party did undertake such tactics. 

Mr. Dore. Let me ask you this, then: Am I to understand, then, 
that your testimony is, in substance, that because a man is a member 
of the Communist Party in the United States of America as of this 
date, that part of his mH to the Communist Party of America is 
to even go to the extent of slowing down production in arms and am- 
munition and materials for national defense of the United States of 
America‘ Is that your testimony ? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. On what do you base it? 

Mr. Marusow. The Communist Party line in the past 3 years has 
been “opposing an imperialist war which is being started by the 
United States.” 

I have here their latest line, if I may—— 

Mr. Doyte. I want you to tell me, if you can, what there is in the 
Communist philosophy and — program in America, and which I 
understand a member of the Communist Party is either under an obli- 


— or a promise or a pl to, to interfere with the national de- 

ense of the United States of America because he is a Communist ? 
Mr. Marvsow. Here, sir, is a petition put out by the American 

Peace Crusade, 125 West Seventy-second Street. It is being distri- 
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buted in the 48 States of the United States, and is calling for a 5- 
power _ talk which would include Communist China. | 

May I submit to this committee this item, I mean, for exhibit or for 
reference, whatever the committee may want it for? 

Their whole line is “get out of Korea”. 

The party has admitted in their publications “let’s stop war produc- 
tion; let’s produce more refrigerators, more television sets, et cetera. 
We do not want war production.” 

I cannot pin it down to an individual right now, because I haven’t 
had a few hours’ time to dig through some of the Communist publi- 
cations that I have read this in. I am still groping in my mind right 
now to pin it down to certain individuals who I have spoken to when 
1 was in the party. 

Mr. Doyte. I realize that, and that is the premise of my question 
to you, to call attention to you and to the record, and anybody who 
might be here as listeners, the fact that I have not discussed the line 
of my questioning with you. I realize that. 

But. without calling for specific identification of any trial of any 
Communists that have been held, or which are going on, as I under- 
stand it one of the issues is whether or not the Communist Party in 
America stands for the use of force and violence, in order to overthrow 
our form of government. 

Now, I make that statement because that is going to be in my next 
question to you, sir. 

The word “subversive,” according to Mr. Webster, means to destroy, 
to dissolve. That is the ordinary definition, I think of the word 
“subversive.” 

Again, I do not know from your testimony, and I did not hear 
all of it, the extent to which you got to the top contact with American 
Communists. 

Mr. Doyix. Mr. Matusow, I understand from counsel that you ar 
giving some particular attention to that very subject right now, the 
subject to which I directed your attention. I did not know that. 

Therefore, until a later date, with the permission of the distan- 
guished chairman and counsel, I will not question you further at this 
time along that line. 

Mr. Marusow. On your past question, sir, I can document one thing 
for you, and that was the September 1948 issue of the Communisi 
Party national publication Political Affairs. That was the conveu- 
tion issue, I believe, of the Fourteenth Convention of the Communist 
Party, and in there there is an article by one of the Communist Party 
leaders stating that, referring to youth, the young people in the Cons- 
munist Party: 

It is time for us to leave New York City and leave our white-collar jobs, and 
this intellectual center of the party, and get out into the basic industries. 

We use that as points of discussion, basic industry relating to steel, 
a se er transportation, mines, and organize for the Communist 

arty. 

That article was discussed as part of a club discussion in the party 
for quite a while. I would say dee over a year, and where we formu- 
lated plans to implement the line that was set up at the convention. 

We discussed the terms of “in the event of war.” In the event of 
war, which would apply to building up arms that might some day be 
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used against aggression, as we know it in Korea, that we were going 
to get out there and be in @ position to slow down production; to 
be in a position to organize the workers; to hold us down where 
possible. 

There were no overt acts in this case, not actually binding a piece 
of machinery nor throwing a monkey wrench physically into a piece 
of machinery of some kind, but just by agitating among the workers 
in these plants, slowing down production. 

(Representative Francis E. Walter entered the hearing room at 
this point.) 

Mr. Doyie. Then, did that not amount to the Communist Party in 
America giving you young people instructions that you would be 
expected, under those conditions, to deliberately conspire together 
in American defense plants producing arms and ammunition, to slow 
down production ¢ 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. 

Mr. Doyie. At some future date, I hope that I may have the = vi- 
iege of learning more from you, sir, on that one subject especially, of 
the extent to which the American Communist Party teaches, delib- 
erately teaches, or participates in a program of education to the 
American Communists as part of the program, if the time ever comes, 
when the American Communist Party says so, to use force and violence 
in any form, or the equivalent of force and violence. 

To me, the conspiring to slow down production of arms and am- 
munition which are being produced by the American manufacturers, 
in many cases subsidized directly or indirectly by the United States 
Government in the interest of our national defense, is equivalent to 
using force and violence, because it makes it impossible for us to use 
the forceful national defense that we need for our own national se- 
curity against Communist aggression. 

May I just ask you this, these three or four questions involving your 
testimony of yesterday which I was privileged to hear: 

To what extent, if any, within your personal knowledge, is it the 
practice of the Communist Party of America to instruct you witnesses 
who are subpenaed by this committee to fall behind the first and fifth 
amendments, or either of them, in order to shield the American Com- 
munist Party, or the activities of the American Communist Party, 
from being known ? 

Mr. Marusow. Well, that is definitely the line, and anybody who is 
subpenaed is instructed, definitely, to use the statement, I believe, “I 
refuse to answer on the grounds that it might incriminate me,” and 
relating to the first and fifth amendments of the United States Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Dorie. Then, do I understand that that answer, as given by 
those who are still Communists, when they come before the committee, 
or who perhaps have been known to us as Communists, generally 
speaking, the reason they give that answer is because they have been 
instructed to do so by the American Communist Party leaders? 

Mr. Marvusow. That to my knowledge is correct. 

Mr. Dorie. Rather, if the witness please, than it being the indi- 
vidual conclusion of the witness before this committee ? 

Mr. Marvusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Dorie. You testified yesterday that at this Camp Unity you 
had lectures and talks, either around the campfire, or elsewhere. Were 
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any of those talks given by persons who were not yet adults? I mean, 
by American youths? Did you young people who were under 21, 
shall I say, participate in giving any of those talks, leadership talks, 
leadership Pasir. or lectures? 

Mr. Matusow. Well, one in particular, I believe I mentioned yes- 
terday, was the student organizer of the Communist Party, a Mr. 
Robert. Fogel, who appeared at Camp Unity under the auspices of 
the Labor Youth League to lecture in relation to the youth and stu- 
dent movement in an attempt to get recruits. 

Mr. Dorie. Was he under 21 years of age? 

Mr. Marvusow. I don’t believe at the time he was. 

Mr. Dorie. The reason I am asking you that, Mr. Matusow, is to 
see what the fact is to what extent the Communist Party is using 
American youths to teach and talk to American youth. 

Mr. Matusow. Well, at 2 or 3 different times a week we would have 
panel discussions on the Negro question and on the woman question, 
as they are called in the Communist Party. 

During these sessions we did use mbes under the age of 21, who 
were staff members of Camp Unity. 

Mr. Doyze. In other words, they were leaders in the camp? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. 

Mr. Doytg. I think perhaps I am familiar with some camp activi- 
ties because I myself have been a camp director in many camps of 
high school youth. 

{r. Marusow. I might say here, sir, that many of the Communists 
who are in the teen-age group or college students attempt and do, 
during the summer, get jobs at many of the legitimate children’s 
camps. 

Mr. Dorie. How much are they paid, if anything, to be a leader 
in that camp? 

Mr. Marvusow. At Camp Unity, I believe, the salary average is $25 
a week, and that includes their food and board. 

Mr. Dorie. And what is the practice as to whether or not the party 
tries to get from American colleges as those leaders at summer camps, 
members of the Communist Party who happen to attend colleges? 

Mr. Marusow. The question of being a leader at a summer camp 
and being a respected person to people between the ages of 6 and 14— 
and if you happen to be a member of the Communist Party, you can 
do a lot of damage in the means of indoctrination of these children. 

I know of one case of a Communist who was a counsellor at a camp, 
and the children who were in his group were about 4, 5, and 6 years 
old. He taught them nursery rhymes, such as this: 

Jack and Jill went up the hill to see their men in action. 
There they found that they were bound by NAM reaction. 

They took the nursery rhymes and actually played politics with 
them. 

Mr. Dorie. What were those letters you used / 

Mr. Marusow. NAM. National Association of Manufacturers. 
There were four or five of them that they used. 

Mr. Doyxe. I do not have a chance to make a note here; you go so 
rapidly. 

Mr. Marvsow (reading): 

Jack and Jill went up the hill to see their men in action. 
There they found that they were bound by NAM reaction. 
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There was one, I believe that dealt with the members of Congress, 
and that was: 

Jack Sprat could eat no fat, his wife could eat no lean, 

Because the Congress done them in and picked their pockets clean. 

Mr. Dorie. You mean, then, that that sort of a rhyme was being 
be in this summer camp, Camp Unity? 

. Matusow. No, sir; I stated that this was one Communist, who 
was a counselor at a legitimate children’s camp, taught these rhymes 
to the children between the ages of 4 and 6, around there, kindergarten 
or first-grade age, these nursery rhymes. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask, was there any concerted program to try to 
get into the Communist youth movement leadership recognized lead- 
ers of other non-Communist youth movements? 

In other words, did you try to proselyte in any way and get able 
leaders who had already proven their leadership in other youth 
movements to become Communists and go over into the communistic 
movement’ Do you get the point? 

Mr. Marvusow. That is correct, sir; they did that. 

One case is of the Armenian youth of America. The executive 
secretary of that organization, and I believe I neglected to use his name 
yesterday ; it did not come to my mind—was a member of the Commu- 
nist Party in my club, Tompkins Square Club. But he was the execu- 
tive secretary or director of the Armenian Youth of America before 
he became a member of the Communist Party. 

I don’t know his last name. It isa pretty tough one for me. It is 
an Armenian name. We will just call him George. 

His last name was full of consonants, and you cannot pronounce it. 

Mr. Doyte. You referred to Camp Unity. You mentioned other 
camps. Was there any coordination of programs between the various 
Communist-controlled camps on the eastern seaboard, at least ? 

I mean, was there any standardization of programs, and was there 
any intercamp use of leadership? 

Mr. Matusow. There was, to a great extent, sir. 

I might list a few camps. There was Camp Unity, which was run 
almost directly under the supervision of the party. 

I mentioned the name Camp Beacon, but that camp is now under 
legitimate ownership. It is no longer in any way connected with the 
Communist Party, but in 1949 it was run by the same interests that 
ran Camp Unity, and they had a Communist book shop under the 
Wholesale Book Corp. at that camp. 

The staff members at Camp Beacon had at one time appeared at 
Camp Unity, and the Camp Unity people had been at Camp Beacon. 

The Jefferson Camp ran back here at a camp called Arrowhead at 
Ellenville, N. Y. It was also tied very directly with the Communist 
camp. 

In fact, in the year 1949 I set up the Jefferson School Book Shop at 
Camp Arrowhead, and was then transferred to Camp Unity. 

There was a camp called Crystal Lake, near Lake George, N. Y., 
which at one time was the Jefferson School camp and still caters to 
a great extent to the Communists and Communist sympathizers in 
und around New York City and the State. 

Many of the staff members of Camp Crystal Lake were members 
of the party. 
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The furrier workers union had set up a camp near, I believe, White 
Lake, N. Y. There again there was an interlocking of staff personnel. 

Mr. Dortr. Do you let it be known in selecting the children for 
these camps that these camps are Communist controlled ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. No, sir. 

og these were adult and they catered to adults as well as young 
people. 

Mr. Dore. Do you let it be known publicly or in your solicitation 
by advertisement that they are in any way controlled by the Com- 
munists ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. No, sir. 

There were also the children’s camps of Camp Wochacha 

Mr. Dorie. We have had testimony here of a school or camp in 
Wilmington, Vt., known as Higgley Hill, which was tndnsted by 
Max and Grace Granich, according to their own testimony before 
this committee, Did you ever hear of that? 

Mr. Marusow. No, sir; I have not. 

Mr. Dorie. Were there any free tuitions at Camp Unity? I mean, 
did you give free tuitions to any attendants? If so, for what reason ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Well, I can recall one case in particular where I was 
informed at Communist Party headquarters on Twelfth Street in 
New York, to let the management of Camp Unity know that Ed 
Hardy, the chairman of the Communist Party of Texas, was going to 
be at Camp Unity the following week with his mother, I believe, and 
that he was not to be charged. 

Mr. Dorie. Was there any religious service of any kind conducted 
at Camp Unity? 

Mr. Matusow. None whatsoever. 

Mr. Dorie. At what level, if any, or what would be considered the 
top level of the Communist Party, did you have the benefit of con- 
ferring with as a youth leader in the Communist Party ! 

My question is directed to this point: What was the policy of the 
party leadership as to whether or not they gave you youth leaders of 
the Communist Party whatever benefit there might be, if any, in 
meeting the top leadership in America of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Tarnow. The only people who met with the top leadership in 
the youth movement were people like Leon Wofsy, the chairman of 
the Labor Youth League; Joe Bucholt, the New York State chairman; 
Lou Diskin, who I mentioned yesterday as formerly New York State 
chairman. 

And, I say, they were the only people. 

Now, the New York State educational director of the Labor Youth 
League, Sam Engler, was a member of the New York State Communist 
Party educational committee. 

They usually met on a comparable level to their Labor Youth ac- 
tivity. If you were a section organizer for the Labor Youth League 
in a section in New York, you met with the section leaders of the 
Communist Party, and it was just at that level. 

Mr. Doyrtz. I see. 

Which sex, if either, in your opinion, predominates numerically in 
the youth movements of the Communist Party in this country? 

r. Matusow. I would say it is pretty much down the middle, 50-50. 

Mr. Dorie. Have you any present opinion, or what was your opinion, 
if you had one, when you left the party, about a year ago, as to the 
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number, numerically, of American youth in the various communistic- 
controlled youth movements to which movements you testified yester- 
day! I mean, you named them. 

r. Marusow. The national figure, as far as the Labor Youth 
League was concerned, and this was mostly in New York City, I believe 
in New York City they had about 3,500 members. 

Now, these were members of the Labor Youth League and mostly 
members of the Communist Party youth movement. 

Mr. Dorie. What ages? 

Mr. Marvsow. I don’t think I am qualified right now to give you 
a specific figure on the national scene of the Labor Youth League at 
this time because I was working specifically in the State level. 

The approximate figure, nationally, was 6,000 Labor Youth 
Leaguers. That was approximately. 

Mr. Dorie. What ages of youth? 

Mr. Marvusow. Between the ages of 16 and 25. 

The YPA, however, had a larger membership than the Labor Youth 
League, that is, the Young Progressives of America, and their figure 
was considerably—in fact, in 1949, at the Progressive Party Convention 
in Philadelphia, the youth movement in the Wallace campaign packed 
Shibe Park in Philadelphia, and I believe they had over 20,000 people 
there, mostly youth. 

Mr. Dorie. Does that mean that that was the national convention? 

Mr. Matusow. That is correct. 

Now, those are only delegates to the national convention. 

Mr. Dorie. And what ages were they? 

Mr. Matusow. There again between the ages of 15 and 25. 

Mr. Dorie. Did these youth movements make any effort to get 
American youth in the elementary grades into these movements ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. They didn’t go too far out of their way to hit the 
very young people; that is, below the eighth grade, thou h the indoc- 
trination was there in the hopes that when they reached high-school 
age they might become a member of a teen-age club. 

Mr. Dorie. What salaries, if any, were you youth leaders in the 
Communist Party paid for full-time service ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. Tides never heard of anybody getting paid more 
than $50 a week, and that included the State organizer of the Labor 
Youth League, though they did get certain expenses on trips. 

And of that, when a fund drive came up, you had to usually kick 
back a week or 2 weeks’ salary. 

Mr. Dorie. How small, then may I put it, if that was the top salary 
in the youth movement of the Communist Party, how little were any 
of you paid for full-time service in the youth movement? 

Mr. Matusow. It ran between $40 and $50 a week, generally. 

Mr. Dorie. Was there a separate paymaster for each of the Com- 
munist youth movements in this country, or shall I say in the State of 
New York? 

For instance, you have been employed full time in various Com- 
munist youth movements. Were you paid from the same office for 
your “maps regardless of which youth movement you were working 
wit 

Mr. Matusow. No, sir. If you worked for the Communist Party 
county office, you were on the county payroll because they kept sepa- 
rate bank accounts. The State office paid for the State. 
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Mr. Woop. You do not mean literally that you were on the county 
ayroll? You were on the payroll of the county organization of the 
Sommunist Party ? 

Mr. Marvsow. That is right. I am sorry; the county organization 

of the Communist Party and the State organization. 

When I worked for People’s Songs, I was on the People’s Songs 
payroll. And when on Wholesale Book Corp., on their payroll. 

By the way, when I worked at Camp Unity, I was not paid by Camp 
Unity. But I was paid by Wholesale Book Corp. of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Dorie. That was the book corporation in the same building 
where the national headquarters of the American Communist Party 
was, on Twelfth Street ? 

Mr. Matusow. Right. 

Mr. Dore. What was the number there? 

Mr. Marvusow. Well, the party’s headquarters is 35 East Twelfth 
Street. But Wholesale Book Corp. uses the address of 48 East Thir- 
teenth Street, which is the rear entrance to the national headquarters. 

Mr. Doyte. I think yesterday you testified that the Wholesale Book 
Corp. was the distributive agency for all Communist literature to 
the various book stores, Communist book stores, and to the camps and 
to the leaders. Is that correct? 

Mr. Matusow. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Dorie. Why would you be paid by a book corporation for your 
services at Camp Unity ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Because I managed their book shop, and they wanted 
to stay, you might say, to keep away from any prosecution or any 
direct tie between the camp and the Communist Party. 

By the book corporation paying me, keeping me on a separate pay- 
roll, they could always come back and say, “Well, we just rented 
space at Camp Unity.” 

Mr. Doyrz. Why would they want to keep the Wholesale Book 
Corp, as a separate entity, if possible legally, separate from the Com- 
munist Party? What would be their motive in that ? 

It was a legitimate business, was it not ? 

Mr. Matusow. They sent out many catalogs and at times advertised 
in trade journals in the book publishing field. More people would 
be susceptible to, we might say, buying Communist literature from a 
wholesale book corporation rather than, say, the Communist Party 
book distributors. 

The Wholesale Book Corp sounds very legitimate and I doubt if 
em people would know that that was a Communist distributing 

ouse, 

Mr. Dorie. Yesterday you testified that at the “dance-around” there 
were very few participants above high school age. Were there any 
participants under the senior high school age ? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes; there were, sir. I have here a picture that I 
had forgotten about yesterday. I just came across it last night, you 
might say. It is a picture of a “dance-around” moved up to the 


campus of the City College of New York during the student strike. 
e man with the banjo is Joe Jaffe. I have identified him as a 
member of the Communist Party. 
Mr. Dorie. May the committee be privileged to see that? 


oa 


Mr. Matusow. Yes. 
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Mr. Doyte. In answer to my question just now as to whether or 
not there were any of them under the senior high school age, you said 
yes. What portion, if you are able to make a fair estimate, at these 

dance-arounds,” what portion of the attendance were youth under 
senior high school age? 

Mr. Marvsow. I would say 85 percent. 

Mr. Dorre. Then those youngsters at those “dance-arounds,” if 
under senior high school age, could not have been more than 13, 14, 
or 15 years old? 

Mr. Matusow. Between 14 and 16. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, a question was asked about the 
= of the National Organizing Conference of the Labor Youth 

ague. 

Mr. Dorie. Yes, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. The testimony of Mr. Cvetic before the committee 
showed that in 1949 it was 5,879. 

Mr. Dore. I have one more question, Mr. Matusow. 

Certainly I am fully aware that this committee is deliberately and 
habitually conscientiously being objective in its approach to this 
whole problem, not only as to legislation, but as to every field of 
—— of this committee. 

What recommendation, if any, from your experience with the Com- 
munist Party, especially in the field of youth, have you, if any, that 
either this committee might encourage the undertaking of, or that 
any other agency of the United States Government, with prospects 
of good results, could undertake to counteract or to meet this challenge 
of the Communist Party so far as youth is concerned in this country ¢ 
How shall we meet it? 

Or, is it something that we ought to try to meet? 

Why is it that the American youth, so many of them, according 
to your testimony, deliberately participate in a program that they 
know is Communist controlled? What is there attractive about it? 

Mr. Matusow. The indoctrination starts, for the greater part, in 
the schools. I am a firm believer in the question of academic free- 
dom, but I don’t believe that academic freedom should be extended 
to those that want to do away with it, and let our young people be 
indoctrinated in communism—as from my own experience, I know 
I was to a great extent, in high school and public school. 

The seeds for my future activity in the Communist Party were 
sown when I was in public and high school in New York City. 

Mr. Doyie. What seeds? How were those seeds planted, sir? 

Mr. Marvsow. The question of American history, as taught in most 
schools legitimately—I can’t pinpoint at this moment the specific 
statement made by a certain teacher. But since I have joined the 
Communist Party, I have met many teachers who were teaching 
those very courses. 

Mr. Watrer. Who were they? 

Mr. Marvsow. I mentioned a few yesterday, sir. 

Mr. Waurer. Can you give us all of them? The names that you 
can remember ? 

Mr. Matusow. I would have to run through my testimony again 
and get the names. 

Mr. Watrer. All right. I will withdraw the question. 
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Mr. Woop. As I understand it, your view is that there is a vast 
difference between academic freedom and unrestrained license. 

Mr. Marusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Doyzie. Yes. But, sir, when you say that these seeds were 
planted in your high-school days, and that there is a difference in 
teaching freedom and, say, the lack of freedom, how can we, how can 
the American Government and American agencies get across to Ameri- 
can high school students, sir, that if they do become Communists 
that they lose their freedom of thought and of making their own 
conclusions ? 

Is that a fair question? If you lose it, when you get into the Ameri- 
can Communist Party, and if the seed is there, if there is some at- 
tractive seed planted in the minds of American youth to become 
Communists, while they are still youths of 13, 14, 15, or 16 years of 
age, how can we counter that? By letting the youth at that age know 
that there is nothing in the Communist Party that they should take 
for their own? 

Do you get my question? 

(Representative Bernard W. Kearney left the hearing room at this 

oint. ) 
? Mr. Marvsow. Yes, I do, sir. It has many aspects, and it is 
more than a one-pronged approach. 

Mr. Doyte. I do not mean to take the further time of the committee 
at thistime. The committee has been most generous in letting me take 
all of this time. 

Mr. Matusow. I would just like to bring out one point in relation to 
vour last question, and that is to show the community, as some people 
think of it, to becoming members of the Communist Party, does not 
exist. 

I know of one case, and with the committee’s permission, I would 
like to not use the name of it now because it involves some further 
work 

Mr. Doyte. I understand. 

Mr. Marusow. Of a young man who joined the Communist Party in 
1947 and is still very active in it, whose family background was quite 
good. His father, in fact, was the director of the YMCA in one of the 
arge American cities. 

His background had no Communist influence, we might say, and 
yet he got into the Communist Party. The case of most of the youth 
who get into the Communist Party is not reflected in their family 
backgrounds. If they do not get it at home when they are young, they 
must get it somewhere. If you are not getting it at home, where else 
are you spending your time? 

That isin school. I wasthe same case. I mean, I don’t come from 
a Communist family or Communist background. Thousands of the 
Communist youth do not come from backgrounds of communism or 
families who believe in it, or who try and indoctrinate them. 

Mr. Dorie. May I ask you just this final question: 

In your opinion, if American youth would have it made very clear 
to them that the Communist Party of America stands for two things, 
amongst others, to wit: the use of force and violence to overthrow the 
Government of the United States, as No. 1—if we could get to the 
American youth that fact—and, No. 2, the fact that the American 
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Communist Party is the kite of Russian Soviet aggression, and that it 
is dictated to from Moscow and that, as a result of that, American 
youth joining the Communist programs lose their independence of 
thought, or lose the opportunities to think independently. 

If we could get those two factors across to the American youth, in 
your judgment, would it be a strong deterrent factor in the minds of 
at least some portion of American youth who otherwise might become 
Communists as youths? 

Mr. Marvusow. To a great extent. 

As I said before, it is more than a one- or two- or three-pronged 
approach. 

Mr. Doyte. I realize it is, but I am seeking the benefit of your ex- 
temporaneous opinion on that very important question, and I will not 
take any longer. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Waurer. I was not here yesterday, and did not hear your 
testimony. So if you already have answered this question, you will 
have to excuse me. 

Did you name all of the Communist camps that you know about 
yesterday ¢ 

Mr. Marusow. Yesterday I believe I only mentioned three, and just 
a few moments ago, I believe I mentioned the others, such as Camp 
Beacon and Wochacha. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you know any other similar camps? 

Mr. Marusow. Right now, they don’t come to mind, though there 
are others. There is one in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Water. Where? 

Mr. Marvsow. It is in the Pocono Mountains. I will think of the 
name in a minute, sir. 1 know it is in the Pocono Mountain area. 
I just can’t think of the name offhand. 

Mr. Watrer. Near Stroudsburg, Pa. ? 

Mr. Matusow. I have never been there, sir. I have just seen the ad- 
vertisements and spoken to some of the people who have been there, 
and some of the staff members there. 

Mr. Waurer. Who do you know connected with it? 

Mr. Marvsow. There again I am—TI could give that to Mr. Appell 
and Mr. Tavenner in a short time. 

Mr. Waurer. Yes; we would like to have that information. 

But you do know that the staff members of this camp in the Pocono 
Mountains in Pennsylvania are members of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Matusow. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Waurer. How were the college students who acted as leaders 
in the several camps selected? Was it because of training they had 
received at the knees, if you please, of professors ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Well, many college students would apply for jobs 
at the camps, and before they were accepted at most of these camps, 
it had to be cleared through their Communist Party club or section. 

If there was a student division or community or industrial club, the 
organizers felt that they could be spared for the period of that sum- 
mer and were well enough indoctrinated to be able to do a job, they 
were permitted to go to those camps and work. 

Mr. Wavrer. Were these students trained for this particular pur- 
pose by professors at the colleges they attended ? 
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Mr. Matusow. Not entirely; no. 

Mr. Waurer. Some of them? 

Mr. Matusow. Partly. 

Mr. Watrer. At what colleges did they receive this training, train- 
ing to — them as leaders? 

r. Marusow. Well, you see, we might say that the Communist 
Party members for the most part receive their indoctrination and 
training through the Communist Party itself. 

Mr. Watrter. I understand. 

Mr. Matusow. It might be supplemented, for instance, at Columbia 
University where Dr. Harry Wells was a teacher of philosophy. 

Mr. Wavrer. Was Dr. Harry Wells a Communist? 

Mr. Marusow. Yes. He is also a teacher at the Jefferson School. 

Mr. Watrer. And did he train students to act as leaders during the 
vacation period ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Not specifically. It was just a matter of the whole 
ideological approach as the Communist Party can be applied to any 
given situation. 

Mr. Water. Do you know any other college professors who trained 
students, or taught them in the Communist philosophy ? 

Mr. Marvusow. Well, a great deal of this was at the Jefferson School. 
Many of those teachers, professors, had left the school system back in 
1941, in New York City, during the Rapp-Coudert committee hearings 
and exposés, and most of them flocked to the Jefferson School and 
became members of their faculties, such as Dr. Howard Selsam, who 
was a teacher at Brooklyn College, and I believe he also was at Har- 
vard as a lecturer. 

There was Philip Foner and his two brothers, Henry Foner and 
Jack Foner. 

Dave Goldway and his wife, Tillie Goldway. 

Now, in New York City the teachers’ union has been very instru- 
mental in putting forth the Communist line in the school system 
through the union, the union of teachers in New York City. 

Mr. Watrer. Do I gather from that that that union is dominated 
by Communists? 

Mr. Marvusow. When I was a member of the Communist Party and 
working at the Jefferson School, it was that, dominated by the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you know of any officials in the union who are 
members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Marvsow. Well, there were the people I have just mentioned, 
who were very active in the union. 

Mr. Watrer. Do you know the names of any other instructors or 
professors who are still engaged in their professions at other institu- 
tions who are Communists ? 

Mr. Marvusow. I mentioned one yesterday; I didn’t get his first 
name, Marcus, who had written a textbook used in the New York 
high schools on radio. 

Mr. Woon. Will you yield to me for one question ? 

Mr. Watrer. Yes. 

(Representative Francis E. Walter left the hearing room at this 

int.) 

Pr. Woop. Do you know Dr. Struik in the mathematics depart- 
ment at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology ? 
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Mr. Marusow. No, sir; I have never met him. But we have handled 

the distribution of his books in the party book shops. 

BS oe veian ps I believe he at one time lectured at the Samuel Adams 
ool. 

( amy rt Bernard W. Kearney left the hearing room at this 
point. 

Mr. Marvusow. I have never met the man, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazrer. No questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Velde? 

Mr. Veuor. I have a few questions. One of them deals with the or- 
ganization of the Labor Youth League. 

You were a member of that, were you not? 

Mr. Marusow. That is correct, a charter member. 

Mr. Vetpe. What was the date that it was organized? 

Mr. Matusow. The founding convention or the organizing confer- 
ence for a labor youth league was held on May 30, and, I believe, 31, 
in Chicago, 1949. 

Mr. Verve. To what extent was the membership of the Labor Youth 
League similar to the membership of the AYD? 

Mr. Matusow. Well, the AYD was out of existence for a while there, 
and there were many members of the AYD who did not join the Labor 
Youth League, though the leaders of the Labor Youth League, the 
overwhelming — of them, had been leaders in the same ca- 
pacity in the AYD. 

Mr. Vetpr. What was the evidence of membership given in the 
Labor Youth League? 

Mr. Marvusow. What was the question, sir? 

Mr. Vetpe. Was a receipt for dues issued to a member of the Labor 
Youth League, or what was the evidence of membership ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Well, I believe I had a card, a Labor Youth League 
card. It did not have your name on it. On the back of the card was 
a box for dues stamps. 

Mr. Woop. You say it did not have a name? Did it have any identi- 
fication number or anything like that? 

Mr. Matusow. It had a number on it—now, I am just trying to 
place whether it had the number. It had no name. The reason for 
that was, again, a fear of —— some day under some—well, 
either the Smith Act or any law that might come into being at a later 
date. 

The question of the registration of Communist Party members and 
Communist-front organizations was before Congress at that time, as 
I recall, and the Labor Youth League did not want to put names on 
oe cards for fear of future identification before this com- 
mittee or the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. Vetpe. What percentage of the members of the Labor Youth 
League, to your knowledge and in your opinion, were members of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. Matusow. On the 30th of May, or 31st of May 1949, the Labor 
Youth League was composed in its entirety of members of the Com- 
munist Party youth organization. 

The plan was just the complete transfer of members of the Com- 
munist Party into the Labor Youth League. 
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The actual ical recruitment of these members, that is, i 
their cards si pre took a matter of a few months. But in a = 
were all members of the Labor Youth League. 

Just the matter of getting around to somebody who might have 
been on vacation that week or ae who was not in town, and 
a apparatus took 6, 7, or 8 weeks to complete. 

r. Vewe. So rather than the Labor Youth League being a difficult 
Communist-front group, it was actually a Communist Party organiza- 
tion ; is that correct 

Mr. Matusow. That is correct. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you feel that it is the same thing today ? 

Mr. Marusow. Very much so. 

Mr. Veuve. Do you know anything about the efforts of the Labor 
Youth League movement to establish groups on college campuses 
throughout the country ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Well, sir, I will say that that applies to both colleges 
and high schools. 

Two weeks ago in Columbus, Ohio, a witness before the Ohio Un- 
American Activities Commission brought forth documentary evidence 
of literature that was distributed by the Labor Youth League in the 
high schools of Cleveland, Ohio, a newspaper called New Challenge, 
which is a publication of that Labor Youth Kona. 

And on the college campuses in New York, at the time of the or- 
ganization of the Labor Youth League, the Communist Party youth 
clubs against transferred over and beceme Labor Youth League clubs 
and did attempt and did recruit members of the student body on the 
campuses of the City College of New York, Brooklyn College, Long 
Island, Columbia, and at Queens College, as well as Cornell Univer- 
sity, and, I believe, Syracuse University and New York State. 

Mr. Verve. How about the universities and colleges in Ohio? 

Is there an organization of the Labor Youth League at Ohio State, 
or have you ascertained that yet ? 

Mr. Matusow. I don’t believe I am qualified to answer that right 
now, sir, for other reasons. 

Mr. Vetpz. At the University of Chicago? 

Mr. Matusow. Well, I knew two students at the University of Chi- 
cago who were members of the Communist Party and Labor Youth 
League. I gave their names yesterday. 

Mr. Vetpr. Would you mind repeating them ? 

Mr. Marvsow. Sue Reskieae, who I said went there to study 
pre-med, I believe, and Bob Newirth, who is also studying at the 
university. 

I have since lost contact with those two individuals. But they were 
enrolled at the University and were members of the Communist Party 
and, as such, I would have to surmise them being Communist Party 
members in the youth division, and were active in the organization of 
the Labor Youth League which was the policy set-up. 

Mr. Vewwe. Were you acquainted with Allen Kimmel, who was the 
editor of the Chicago Maroon, which is the University of Chicago 
publication ? 

Mr. Matusow. I was not, sir. 

Mr. Veuve. I want to ask you a question about recruiting members 
into the Communist Party and the Labor Youth League, and so forth. 
You touched on it very briefly. 
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To what degree did sexual immorality play in the recruiting of 
Communist Party members? 

Mr. Matusow. At Camp Unity the question of sexual immorality 
did come up and was used in the attempts to recruit members into the 
Communist Party. 

I believe I mentioned Lenin’s Rock, a sculptured piece of Lenin on 
top of a large boulder out in the wilderness near Camp Unity. That 
was one of the places where these acts of sexual immorality at times 
took place, as well as other portions of the camp, and in New York 
City, in Greenwich Village, in particular, in their youth section, ques- 
tions of sexual immorality were quite commonplace, and still are. 

I know of two young women who were still in their teens, one who 
has had, I believe, two abortions, and one, I don’t know if she has given 
birth yet, who was pregnant for the first time, just in high school and 
not married, a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Vevpr. Generally, would you say that the sexual immorality or 
sex instinct played a great part in the recruiting of members into the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Matusow. I will phrase it this way: That if they felt the end 
would justify their means, in that case, it was used. 

In their recruiting attempts, the Communists will pick out your 
weakness, be it sex, then sex will be used to recruit you. 

If it is intellectual discussion, then that will be used. 

There is a Communist pamphlet called Notes From the Gallows 
Says, published by New Century Publishers. There was a phrase 
there where it was referred to the Communists in the prison, and I 
believe the quotation goes like this: 

The Germans or capturers did not appreciate one thing, that if you put two 
Communists together in a room, that within 5 minutes you have an organization 
which set out immediately to disrupt all of your plans. 

Mr. Vetpr. You certainly have given us some very crystal-clear tes- 
timony relative to the recent organization of the Communist Party and 
the Labor Youth League. I want to congratulate you for a fine 
showing here before this committee. I wish you the best of luck in 
your new job as counsel or investigator for the Ohio Un-American 
Activities Commission. " 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Counsel, are there any further questions you desire 
to ask the witness? 

Mr. TavenneEr. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Permit me, sir, to also convey to you the very deep 
appreciation that the committee feels for your coming here and giving 
us this testimony. 

You might be interested to know that the committee felt that certain 
portions of your testimony, particularly that which referred to the 
method and manner of applying for and obtaining passports by cer- 
tain members of the Communist organization in America, might be 
of interest to the Passport Division of the Department of State. 
I have directed that portions of your testimony be submitted for 
their consideration and referral to the proper prosecuting agency of 
the Government if, in the opinion of the Passport Division, such 
action appears to be justified. ; 

You have been most cooperative with us in the testimony you have 
given in our efforts to discharge the duties that are upon us, and for 
it we feel a very deep sense of appreciation. 
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I hope your service in coming here has not caused you any unneces- 
sary inconvenience. With the thanks of the committee, you will be 
excused from further attendance before the committee, unless you are 
at some future time requested to come back again and you are sub- 
penaed. 

Mr. Matusow. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Is there anything further, Mr. Tavenner? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Donald Appell. 

Mr. Woop. You do solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give 
to the subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Aprety. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DONALD T. APPELL 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your full name, please, sir? 

Mr. AprretL. Donald T. Appell. 

Mr. Tavenner. How are you employed, Mr. Appell? 

Mr. Apre.y. I am an investigator for the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long have you been an investigator for the 
committee ¢ 

Mr. Apretu. For over 5 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Appell, during the course of the hearings for 
the past 2 years, we have had many instances in which applications 
for passports have been presented to witnesses. 

In nearly every instance these passports have stated that the pur- 
pose of travel of the individual making application was to go to 
countries of Europe, or other places, which are known to be countries 
opposed to communism, when actually the committee thought, from 
the context, that it was the intention of the individual at the time of 
making his application to go to the iron-curtain countries, or satellite 
countries, 

That has appeared time and again. But in all of the questioning, 
we have never succeeded in having a witness admit that it was his 
purpose to go to an iron-curtain country or satellite country at the 
time he filed his application, in which he stated he wanted to go to 
France or to England. 

The testimony of Mr. Matusow is the first that the committee has had 
of a concrete character, showing that the Communist Party had di- 
rected that applications be prepared in just the way that I have 
described ; that is, showing that the applicant wanted to go to England 
or France, for instance, when the purpose was actually to go to an 
iron-curtain country. 

Has that matter been the subject of investigation by the staff for a 
considerable period of time, and, if it has, I would like for you to give 
the committee just a brief statement regarding the progress of your 
investigation, as the committee is about to make certain recommenda- 
tions in its annual report to the Congress relating to this subject. 

(Representative James B. Frazier, Jr., left the henzing room at this 

int.) 

Per. Arreti. This subject has been very much a part of the inves- 
tigative work of the committee for some time. It started in early 1951, 
when the committee became aware of the efforts of a group of trade- 
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unionists to travel behind the iron curtain for the purpose of propa- 
gandizing against the United States in the interest of the Soviet Union. 

These individuals were eorng wanes the sponsorship of an or- 

nization known as the American ittee To Survey Trade Union 

nditions in Europe. 

The secretary of this organization was one Irving Velson. Velson 
as the committee will recall, was an official of the International 
Union of Marine and Shipbuilding Workers of America, who, during 
the war, was expelled by that organization for his membership in the 
Communist Party. 

Under the directions of the committee headed by Velson, trade- 
unionists from all parts of the United States traveled behind the iron 
curtain and, in almost every instance, in applying for a passport, in 
the case of nearly 30 individuals that we have positively identified with 
the aid and assistance of the Passport Division as having gone behind 
the iron curtain, failed to note in applying for the passport that they 
intended to really go there. 

Mr. TAavEeNNER. You have examined those passports yourself ? 

Mr. Aprrit. I have examined many of the passports. 

In addition to the fact that they failed to note at the time of apply- 
ing for the passport that they intended to travel behind the iron 
curtain, in order to deceive the United States in their true intentions 
and purposes of travel, the Soviet satellite countries even refused to 
validate the passport to show that these individuals had actually 
been in that country. 

Mr. Tavenner. What device did you find had been used by the iron- 
curtain countries to cover up the fact that the applicant for the pass- 
port had traveled? 

Mr. Apprii. Instead of placing the visa stamp in the passport, 
which is a normal procedure of a country, the iron-curtain country 
will merely give the delegate a piece of paper and they place the stamp 
on that piece of paper. He uses that stamped visa through the coun- 
try. 

When he is ready to leave the country, they take it from him. 
So that the Passport Division, in picking up passports of people who 
went behind the iron curtain, in looking at the passport, = see that 
the passport reflects a validation of travel in the countries for which 
they applied. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which would be France and England in the cases 
that I mentioned ? 

Mr. Appetit. Yes. And it has been impossible, as of this point 
on the part of the committee, or on the part of the Government 

ncies, to get admissions that at the time these poops actually ap- 
plied for passports they intended to travel behind the iron cur- 
tain, although we know that that was the purpose for which they ob- 
tained the passports. 

Mr. Woop. And to obtain evidence that they did actually travel be- 
hind the iron curtain? 

Mr. Aprety. Yes, sir. 

I think it is well pointed up in the subsequent investigation that the 
committee made of the same sort of —— ere in the 
case of the American youth who traveled to Berlin to attend the Third 


World Youth Festival, which was held in the Soviet zone of Berlin 
in August of the past year. 
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Incidentally, in connection with that, I should like to point out that 
the leader of the American delegation was a Mrs. Joyce Silver, who 
Mr. Matusow yesterday identified for the committee, as an individual 

‘he knew to be a member of the Communist Party. This delegation 
composed the initiating committee that formed the sponsoring organi- 
zation in this country to which they gave the fanciful name of Com- 
mittee for World Youth Friendship and Cultural Exchange. In this 
delegation was Betty Sanders, who was identified here as chairman 
of People’s Artists, who Mr. Matusow identified as a member of the 
Communist Party, and Paul Robeson, Jr. 

Incidentally, Paul Robeson, Jr., was initially to have been leader 
of the American delegation. However, the Passport Division, in my 
opinion, rightly refused to give Mr. Robeson a passport, so that he 
was unable to travel to the conference, and Mrs. Silver then took over 
as the leader. 

Mr. Veupe. What conference are you talking about? 

Mr. Arvpett, The Berlin Youth Festival. 

Mr. TavenneER. Do you have any documentary evidence of the pur- 
pose of that festival? 

Mr. Arrett. Well, I think that the purpose of the festival, although 
it was announced to be a festival of youth of the world from many 
countries to assure world peace, it was truly set forth in two copies of 
the ge oe For a Lasting Peace and for a People’s Democracy, 
which publication is produced, as it states on the masthead, in Buda- 

and an organ of the Information Bureau of the Communist 
Workers’ Party. 

Mr Veuve. And the date of that is what? 

Mr. Arretu. This issue was dated Friday, August 3, 1951, and states 
as the purpose of the World Youth Festival, and I will just present 
two excerpts from it: 

The Third World Youth Festival is opening in conditions of international 
tension. When the American imperialists have switched to open preparation for 
another war, and even to direct acts of aggression involving all the marshalized 
countries in their criminal gambles, and placing the burden of the monstrous 
armament drives on the shoulders of the working people, when in Korea, which 
has ae by imperialist plunderers, tens of thousands of young lives 
are sacr 


Speaking of the United States, they say : 


The United States imperialists and their direct agents, the governments of 
national betrayal in the marshalized countries, the right-wing socialist leaders, 
the Tito fascist gang, and Vatican, are doing their utmost to corrupt the youth 
morally. The press, radio, and cinema, controlled by the imperialists, and the 
bourgeois schools, in which, as Lenin put it, the younger generation of workers 
and peasants were not so much educated as drilled in the interest of the bour- 
geois, all these means of ideological influences are used by the incendiaries of 
another war in order to poison the minds of youth with the venom of chauvinism, 
and raises him to make them obedient executives of the will of the enemies of 
mankind. 


Mr. Dorie. Did I understand that was a paper circulated and dis- 
tributed during that festival ? 

Mr. Appetit. This is a newspaper which was mailed throughout 
the world, and published by the Tevindemn., which is the governing 
body of the international Communist movement today. 

Mr. Doyte. I think I saw you reading that on the front page of 
that publication. 
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- Mr. Avretx. Yes, sir. The title of these articles is “Unity of Youth 
in the Struggle for Peace.” 

In the other article, which is from the issue of August 10, 1951, as 
to what the true purpose of the meeting is, they set forth that : 

The moment the youth of the Chinese People’s Republic appears, all rise to 
their feet and cry “Long live Mao Tse-tung,” resounding from the end to end of 
the stadium. With unanimous enthusiasm the onlookers expressed ardent 
sympathy with the proudly marching delegates of the valient youth of Korea, 
sons and daughters of the people who are waging herioc struggles against 
American aggressors. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you reading now from an issue of the same 
publication ? 

Mr. Appetit. Yes, sir; the August 10, 1951, issue. 

With the aid of the Passport Division of the State Department 
we have identified over 60 American youths who traveled to that 
festival. The staff of the committee has interviewed several people. 
We have gained from several'a knowledge of how they went, although 
there is considerable conflict in their applying for the passport and 
their reasons for it. 

But from two of these witnesses that the committee has talked to, 
the individual stated that they had no intent of going into Berlin at 
the time they applied for the passport. 

What they did, they went, in one case, to England, and they saw 
advertisements with respect to the festival. They went to the British 
festival office and they said, “Well, you will have to go to the festival 
office in France.” 

In France they called upon the festival office and they were told that 
“This is the way you get into Berlin. You go, in one case, to Le Harve, 
where you beaedk the Eisler escape ship Batory, which will take you 
to Gydnia, Poland, and in Gydnia, Poland, we will put you aboard a 
train which will take you into the Soviet zone of Berlin.” 

That is the way the majority of the American delegates traveled 
into France, aboard the Batory at either Dunkirque or Le Havre, into 
Gydnia, Poland, and, by train, into the Soviet sector of Berlin. 

As I say, Joyce Silver was the leader of the American delegation. 

Mr. Vetpe. You are still referring to the Berlin 1950 peace festival ? 

Mr. Aprett. 1950 youth festival. 

The issue of the World Student News, which was published by the 
International Union of Students, on page 1 has a picture of Joyce 
Silver taken in Berlin at the time she spoke before the rally as the 
leader of the American delegation. 

Miss Silver, when she applied for a passport, which was issued to 
her on January 1, 1951, she stated that she wished to travel to France 
and Switzerland for study. Yet, after she gets behind the iron cur- 
tain, she is quoted at t length in all of the Communist news- 

— including the Red army newspaper which is published in 

erlin. 

Another of the individuals whose photograph appears in this issue 
is a Charles White. Charles White not only went into the Soviet zone 
of Berlin, but he went into the Soviet Union, although when he ap- 
ay for the passport he stated that he wished it for travel to Eng- 
and and France. 

Mr. Vetpr. Did you make any investigation of the passport of 
Allen Kimmel, who attended that conference, I believe? 
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Mr. Arrrtx. Yes, Allen Dorf Kimmel, who gave an address at 1752 


West Allison Avenue in Chicago, Ill. 
Kimmel claimed that he was born in Chicago on November 4, 1926. 


_ He listed his father as being born in Chicago in 1893, and his mother 
- in New York in 1895. He listed his occupition as a student. 


In his reasons for requesting the passport he stated that he wished 
to travel to France and England or informal geographical study. 

From a confidential source we learned that upon returning to Chi- 
cago he was removed from his editorship of the Maroon, although I 
understand that they are still publishing the paper, but not with the 
same funds, from an office in downtown Chicago. 

Mr. Vetpe. Yes, that is correct. I have personal knowledge of that 
myself. In fact, I was in Chicago at the time the dean of men there 
fired Allen Kimmel as editor of the Maroon. 

The following evening, the Labor Youth League had a rally in 
which they shouted all kinds of condemnations against the dean for 
removing Allen Kimmel as editor of the Chicago Maroon. 

Mr. Arreti. Our investigation to this point shows some 25 people 
went to Berlin from the Chicago area. 

Mr. Vextpr. And attended this? 

Mr. Arreti. And attended the Berlin youth festival. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Doyle, have you any questions ? 

Mr. Doyte. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Do you have any further questions? 

Mr. Veter. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Thank you very much. 

Are there any further witnesses? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. The committee will stand in recess subject to call. 

(Whereupon, at 12:20 p. m., Thursday, February 7, 1952, the 
hearing was recessed, to reconvene subject to the call of the Chair) 
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